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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadter-General EB. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generai; 
G. O. No, 7, Wasntneron, Feb. 1, 1875. 
Hereafter a Regimental Staft Officer in accepting a 
recruiting or other similar detail, which will remove 
from him the discharge of his Staft dutivs for any con- 
siderable time, will be viewed as vacating his Statt posi- 
tion from the date of his acceptance of the detail. 
This will not prevent the detail of Regimental Staft 
Officers on Courts-martial, Boards, or other kindred 
duty, in cases where it will be for the public interest 
to make the detail. 





G. 0. No. 8, Wasurneton, Feb. 4, 1875. 

The following Acts of Congress are published for 
the information and government of all concerned: 

I. An Act suspending so much of the act entitled 
**An act re-organizing the several staff-corps of 
the Army,” approved June 23, 1874, as applies to 
contract -surgeons. 

Be it enacted, etc., That so much of the act entitled 
‘“An act re-organizing the several -stafl-corps of the 
Army,” approved June 23, 1874, as applies to contract- 
surgeons, be, and is hereby, suspended until otherwise 
provided by law. 

Approved January 1, 1875. 


II..An Act donating condemned cannon to the City 
of Massillon, Ohio, for monumental purposes. 


III. An Act to provide for compensating the officers 
of the Government in observing the Transit of 
Venus. 

Be wt enacted, etc., That the regular compensations 
and allowances, to all efficers of the Government in 
the parties engeged in observing the transit of Venus, 
shall be paid from the appropriations for the support 
of the branches of public service to which the said 
officers are severally attached. 

Approved January 22, 1875. 





G. O. No. 9, WasutneTon, Feb. 8, 1875. 

Par. 781, Revised Infantry Tactics, having been 
amended since the publication of the first edition, the 
following is published as the correct paragraph, and 
will be observed accordingly: 

781. The. guard of a camp, or garrison, turns out 
and presents arms to the commander of the camp, or 
garrison, wLenever he approaches its post. 





CrrcuLaR, WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 1875. 


The Secretary of War would be pleased to receive 
from the officers and soldiers of the Army articles ap- 
propriate for a museum, to be established in connection 
with the War Department, at Washington, D. C. 

Contributions of articles and specimens having an 
historical or scientific value to the Military Service, 
and things of general interest and curiosity in connec- 
tion therewith, are solicited. 

In order to avoid a re-duplication of articles intended 
for the museum, no article will be forwarded until a 
full description has been submitted and authority given 
for transmitting the same. 

Articles thus selected will be forwarded by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, upon orders to be issued for 
the purpose in each case. 

All contributions will be exhibited with the contri- 
butor’s name attached. 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, February 6, 1875. 


Major Robert V. W. Howard, Third Artillery—Died 
February 1, 1875, at Fort Wood, N. Y. H. 

Captain John A. Irwin, Sixth Cavalry—Dismissed 
January 27, 1875. 

First Lieutenant John W. Chickering, Sixth Cavalry 
—Cashiered January 27, 1875. 

Second Lieutenant William R. Hoag, Twenty-first 
ae January 16, 1875, at Fort Walla Walla, 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 
Issued from the War riment, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the ending February 9, 1875. 
Tuesday, February 2. 

Par. 1, 8. O. No. 240, November 5, 1874, from this 
office, directing a stoppage of pay in case of Second 
Lieutenant George P. Borden, Fifth Infantry, is so 
amended as to stop fifty dollars per month till the 
amount aggregates $530.57, being the value of the sub- 
sistence stores shown as balances on hand on his return 
of ee for July, 1867, and July, 1868. 

0 be discharged.—Privates James Y, Elliott, General 





Service, now with the Signal Service Detachment, at 
Fort Whipple, Va.; John Carey, K, Fourth Infantry, 
now with his command; Julius C. Moser, H, Fifth 
Cavalry, now with his command. 

Second Lieutenant 8. C. Vedder, Nineteenth Infan- 
try, will report in person forduty to the Chief Signal 
Officer of the Army. 

By direction of the President, the Board of Commis- 
sioners appointed by G. O. No. 78, July 2, 1874, from 
this office, under act of Congress approved June —, 
1874, “to investigate and report a permanent plan for 
the reclamation of the alluvial basin of the Mississippi 
River, subject to inundation,” is dissolved, to date 
January 18, 1875, on which date the Board adjourned 
sine die. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Wesley Merritt, Ninth Cavalry, 
will repurt in persun for temporary duty ut Headquar- 
ters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, LI. 

Captain B. H. Rogers, Thirteenth Infantry, having 
completed the duty assigned him in 8. O. No. 17, Jan- 
uary 25, 1875, from Headquarters Departiunent of the 
Gulf, will rejoin his proper station. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Edgar 8. Dudley, Second Artillery, in 3. 
O. No. 196, September 7, 1874, from this office, is 
further extended to May 1, 1875. 

Wednesday, February 3. 

To be discharged.—Private George H. Smith, General 
Service U. 8. Army, now with Signal Service Detach- 
ment, at Fort Whipple, Va.; First Class Private Wm. 
Conroy, Ordnance Detachment, now at St. Louis 
Arsenal, Mo. 

Revoked.—Transfer of Private Michael McVoy, D, 
Third Cavalry, to First Infantry. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish trans- 
portation from Fort Gaines, Mobile Bay, to Mobile, 
Ala., and return, to Ordnance Sergeant Martin Schacht, 
U. 8. Army, to enable him to re-enlist at the expira- 
tion of his present term of service, February 22, 1875. 

Lransferred.—On their own application, approved 
by the Commissary General of Subsistence, the follow- 
ing named Commissary Sergeants, U. 8. Army, are 
transferred as follows, and will report in person, at 
their own expense, to the commanding officers of their 
respective posts for duty: Gustavus Grotjohann, from 
Atlanta, Ga., to Mouni Vernon Barracks, Ala; Wm. 
D. Smith, from Mount Vernon Barracks, Ala., to 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Thursday, February 4. 

Jo be discharged.—Sergeants Adorium J. Berry and 
Ambrose D. Woolcott, General Service, now with the 
Signal Service Detachment, at Fort Whipple, Va.; 
Privates Joseph Rubison, D, Fifth Cavalry, now sup- 
pused to be on detached service at Camp Lowell, A. 
T.; Joun E. Francis, Band of the Twenty-first Iufan- 
try, now with his command; Wm. H. Farden, Signal 
Service, now at Leavenworth, Kas. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office, on Friday, February 5, 1875]. 

Saturday, February 6. 


First Lieutenant Edward Donovan, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry, is relieved from duty on General Recruiting 
Service and will proceed without delay to join his 
regiment. 

Restored to duty without trial.—Private Lewis Hodg- 
don, Band of the Fourteenth Infantry. 

The following changes in the stations and duties of 
officers of’ the Quartermaster’s Department are an- 
nounced: 

Colonel L. C. Easton, Assistant Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, is relieved of his duties at Philadelphia, and will 
report to the Commanding General Military Division 
of the Pacific for duty as Chief Quartermaster of that 
Division, in place of Colonel Robert Allen, Assistant 
Quartermaster-General, hereby relieved. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Rufus Saxton, Deputy Quarter- 
master-General, 1s relieved of his present duties in the 
Military Division of the Atlantic, and is assigned to 
the charge of the Puiladelphia Depot, Quartermaster’s 
Department, in place of Colonel Easton. 

Major H. C. Hodges, Quartermaster, is relieved from 
duty in the Department of the Gulf, and will report to 
the Commanding General Military Division of the At- 
lantic for assignment at Buffalo, N. Y., to replace Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Saxton. 

Captain George B. Dandy, Assistant Quartermaster, 
will be relieved from his duties at Fort Abraham Lin- 
coln, D. T., by the Regimental Quartermaster Seventh 
Cavalry, and will report to the Commanding General 
Department of the South for assignment to duty at 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Captain William B. Hughes, Assistant Quartermas- 
ter, is relieved from duty in the Department of Arizona, 
and will proceed to Charleston, S.C, and report by 
letter to the Commanding General Department of the 
South for duty at that post. 

Captain James G. C. Lee, Assistant Quartermaster, 
is relieved from duty in the Department of the South, 
and will report to the Commanding General Military 
Division of the Atlantic for assignment to duty at 
Boston. 

Captain 8. F. Barstow, Assistant Quartermaster, is 
relieved from duty in the Department of the South, 
and will proceed to the Department of Arizona, re- 
porting to the Commanding General Department of 
Arizona for orders. 





The leave of absence granted Captain Edwin Pol- 
lock, Ninth Infantry (Fort Laramie, W. T.), in 8S. O. ° 
No. 188, December 29, 1874, from Headquarters De- 
partment of the Platte, is extended one month, 


TT LET 


To be discharged.—Second Class Priv. John Stewart, 
Ordnance Detachment, now at Vancouver Arsenal, W. 
T.; Private Thomas O’Neil, F, Fifteenth Infantry, now 
at Angel Island, Cal. 


Monday, February 8. 


Leave of absence for one month is 2 tba Assistant 
Surgeon George 8. Rose (New York 7 

Hospital Steward Marshall W. Wood, U. 8. Army, 
now on duty in the office of the Attending Surgeon, 
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chi- 
cao, LiL, will be discharged the service of the United 

tates 
‘ On the recommendation of the 8 -General— 
Hospital Steward William Myers, U. i Army, is re- 
lieved from duty in the ny ee of the South, anJ 
will proceed to St. Louis, Mo., and re in person 
to the Superintendent Mounted Recruiting ersten for 
duty at St. Louis Barracks, relieving Hospital Steward 
Francis W. Fitzgerald, U. 8. Army, who on being re- 
lieved, will proceed to Chicago, IlI., and report in per- 
son to Surgeon W,. C. Spencer, Attending Surgeon, 
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, for 
duty. 
A Board of Examination having found Major John 
P. Brua, Paymaster, incapaciated for active service by 
reason of ‘‘ apoplexy, with which he was seized De- 
cember 19, 1872, followed by paralysis of the right 
side,” the President directs that his name be placed 
upon the list of retired officers of that class in which 
the “incapacity results from long and faithful service, 
from wounds or injury received in the line of duty, 
from sickness or exposure therein, or from any other 
incideat of service,” in conformity with sections 16 
and 17 of the act of August 3, 1861, to date February 
8, 1875. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur. 
day, February 6: : 

“ Company H, Eighth Cavalry, from Fort Wingate, N. M., to Fort 
poo he H, Fifteenth Infantry, from Fort Selden, N, M., to 
Fort Stanton, N. M. . 








CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 


Brigadier-General A, A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers. 


The following is a Memorandum of Orders, Cir- ~ 
culars, and Instructions, relating to the Corps of En- 
gineers, issued or received during the month of Jan- 
uary, 1875: : 

Colonel Macomb, Majors Weitzel, Merrill—January 
4. Board of Engineers to convene at La Crosse, Wis., 
January 13, 1875, to consider and report upon the 
construction of bridge across the Mississippi River at 
that place. 

Captains Cuyler, Livermore, Lieutenants Greene, B. 
D., Bixby, Taber, Rossell, Symons, Mercur, Judge- 
Advocate—January 5. Members of G. C.-M., to meet 
at Willet’s Point, N. Y., January 12, 1875. 

Officers of Engineers and Agents—January 6. Au- 
thority must be obtained from the Chief of Engineers 
for all expenditures. 

Officers of Engineers and Agents—January 7. 
Changes in the advertising list of the War Department. 

Captain Lydecker—January 11. Granted leave of 
absence for one month from his station in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Captain Overman—January 11. Granted ‘leave of 
absence for ten days from his station in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Captain Heap—January 18. Granted leave of ab- 
sence for one month from his station in Newport, 
R. I 


Lieutenant Blunt, 8. E.—January 18. Relieved from 
duty under orders of Lieutenant G. M. Wheeler to date 
December 30, 1874. 

Lieutenant Bailey—January 18. Granted leave of 
absence for one month from his station in Detroit, 
Mich. 

Captain Jones—January 26. Relieved from dut 
with Major Abbot, and from temporary duty with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gillmore, and to_ report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for duty as Engineer Sixth 
Light-house District. 


Work at Hallet’s Point.—A special committee of the 
New York Chamber of Commerce has addressed a 
memorial to Congress, urging that the full appropria- 
tion asked for by General Newton, for work at Hal- 
let’s Point, should be granted, and that no spirit of 
false economy should induce its. curtailment even by 
one dollar. The Committee says: “Gen. Newton is an 
Army officer of great merit, and it is only just to him 
to say that he will not in any importunate way urge 
the appropriation, but leave the whole subject to Con- 
gress. The undersigned would further represent that 
there are two or three reefs in the East River which 
wholly prevent that important stream from being used 
by vessels drawing over from nineteen to twenty feet 
of water. These reefs have been ally removed, 
but the harbor is suffering a diminution of its full 
cupacity by these peek See and now 
that ships are made to draw fully twenty-four to twen- 
ty-six feet the East River the extensive docks 
which bound it are rendered useless for this class of 
vessels, and all by reason of these remaining reefs, 
which can be removed at an inconsiderable expense,” 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hag rt'rs New Orleans, Ia 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory ; Headquarters, New Orleans, La 


Medicul .—A. A. Surgeon Charles Pelaez, 
U. nn was January 29 relieved from duty with 
the troops in New Orleans and ordered to Coushatta, 


La., for duty, relieving Assistant Surgeon John Cita- 
rotto, U. S. Army, who will repair to New Orleans 
and report in person to the medical director of the De- 
partment. ' 

Payment of 71 00ps.—Mujor George L. Febiger, Pay- 
master, U. S. Army, Chief Paymaster of the Depart. 
mient, was February 1. charged with the payment of 
the troops at Key West, Fla. 
FN en ong ha 

ran aptain ip H. Eli 
(New Orleans, La.) eee oe 

Examinition for Second Lieutenant.—A board of 
officers to consist of Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Brooke 
Third Infantry; i ag James Simons, U. 8. Army; 
Captain W. W. Sanders, Sixth Infantry, A. D. C., and 
Captain Luke O'Reilly, ‘Nineteenth Infant ,A. D.C. 
was January 30 appointed to meet at Dopeienent 
Headquarters, forthe examination of Mr. Gecrge L. 
rare, for the position of Second Lieutenant in the 

rmy. 

Third Infantry.—First Lieutenant William K 
was Jan. 28 ordered to proceed at once to Vicksburg, 
Miss., and assume wmpesaty command of that post 
during the absence of all the officers of the permanent 


Twentieth Infa -—First Lieutenant W. W. Wood 
Pi acne pew ed to duty at De ment - 
- gn y partment Head 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier- General John Pope ; Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth 
Fifth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
with pecelaclon to apply to Headquarters Military Di. 
— of the —— a an a of two months. 
was January aptain E. Butl , r 
ae pte p er (Camp near 
. Highth Cavalry:—Leave of absence for one month 
~eeeen to apply to the Headquarters Military 
Di _ of }~. —— A extension for one 
month, was January 30 grante ond Lieute 
Ht Rogers (Fort Bacone Nat) Lieutenant A. 
Fort Dodge.—A General Court-martial was appoi 
to meet at Fort a Kas., February 5. Detail foe 
the court: Captain EB. Kirk, A. Q. M., U. S. Army: 
First Lieutenants Richard Vance, C. A. Vernon, and 
Second Lieutenants T. M. Wenie, George K. § sncer 
Nineteenth Infantry. Assistant Surgeon W. 8. Tre. 
maine, U. 8. Army, Judge-Advocate. ; 
Military Maps.—G. O.. No. 2, Fort Leavenw 
Kas., January 29, says: The following tastvoctions wr 
ing the military maps of this Department are pub. 
for the information and guidance of all con- 
cerned: It is the intention of the Department com- 
mander that all posts shall be supplied with the best 
maps. available, and that individua Officers, as far as 
practicable, shall be furnished with copies of such as 
may be deemed necessary for their own use. To this 
end, the Chief Engineer Officer of the Department is 
directed to furnish any maps that may be lacking to 
the commanding officers of posts upon their requisi- 
tions, such requisitions stating the uames of rhaps al- 
ready onhand. The maps so received will be kept for 
the use of the post, and will not be removed upon a 
change of garrison or post commander. Individual 
officers are invited to make application for any maps 
desired, and if. practicable the maps will be furnished 
Tbe Chief Engineer of the Department will kee a 
record showing what maps have been issued and to 
whom. Duplicates will not be issued without ood 
ag ot eB Ww. ‘ ° 
eer Bureau, War Department.—Milij - 
visions and Departments, United States, 1874; Kea 
Indian Territory, and Texas, Revised Edition, 1874.” 
Engineer Office, Headquarters Department of the 
Missouri.—Department of the Missouri, Sheet No. 2 
1873; Department of the Missouri, Sheet No. 4. 1873. 
Surveys Colorado, Ute Reconnoisance (limited), 
1874; Indian Territory, N. W. Section, 1875.. Former 
publications are out of print and will not be furnished 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadier-Generat E. 0. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ned 
Third Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month on 
erento Fist Lieutenant Willan? aire ag! 
eutenan illi 
en Carel iam H. Andrews, R: Q. 
Chaplain.—Leave of absence for 
eon’s certificate of disability, was Bebeswy 1° ranted 
‘ost Chaplain Zachariah Ragan, U. 8. Army. ves 
Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for fit 
was February 1 ted Major James §. Brisbin +" 
lieu of the ex on of fifteen days previously granted 
him, of which he never availed himself. 
Ninth Infantry.—Leave of absence for o 
with permission to apply for an extension a on 
~— oa February 2 granted Captain A. S. Burt. 
¥ ndoned.—In accordance with j 
from the Honorable Secretary of War, the ry at 
North Platte was February 2 ordered to be abandoned. 
The public stores and troops at that place will be re- 
moved at once to Fort McPherson. The commanding 


ss af ane Gorpral aad twee privated’ of ise 
buildings at that place. to take charge of the public 

Medical Depariment.—The leave of absence for seven 
faved ‘Gadewnee Oe U. S. Army, 
1875, was 9 extended twenty days? > 
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Fourth Fafantey.--Becomd Lieuten nt Theodore E. 
True, A. A. Q. M., was ordered January 26 to pr 

to Plum Creek, Dawson County, Neb., and receive and 
issue certain clothing invoiced to him at. that ge by 
First Lieutenant John F. Trout, Twenty-third Infan- 
try, A. A. Q. M., for issue to destitute citizens of 
Dawson county, Neb.; Second Lieutenant Rufus P. 
Brown, A. A. Q. M., same date to proceed to Sutton, 
Clay County, Neb., aud perform the same duty for 
Clay county, Neb. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Camp Douglas, U. T., February 
3. The following officers of this regiment were de- 
tailed fur the court: Captains A t H. Bainbridge, 
‘Daniel W. Burke, James Kennington, Thos. F. Tobey; 
First Lieutenants Julius Quentine, Thomas B. Briggs; 
Second Lieutenant John Murphy. First Lieutenant 
Robert P. Warren, Judge-Advocate. 

Fort Fetterman.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Fetterman, W. T., February 
9. Captain Frederick Van Vliet and First Lieutenant 
George A. Drew, Third Cavalry, and the following 
officers of the Fourth Infantry were detailed for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel John 8. Mason; Captains 
Avery B. Cain, Edwin M. Coates; First Lieutenants 
Gerhard L. Lubn, David I. Ezekiel. First Lieutenant 
Josiah A. Sheetz, Judge-Advocate. 

The Grasshopper Sufferers.—Previous orders January 
29 amended to read as follows: First Lieutenants 
Christopher T. Hall, Second Cavalry; Stephen O’Con- 
ner, Twenty-third Infantry; John P. Walker, Third 
Cavalry; Second Lieutenants Rufus P. Brown, Theo- 
dore E. True, Robert H. Young, John J. O’Brien, and 
Lewis Merriam, Fourth Infantry; William F. Norris, 
Ninth Infantry; Charles H. Heyl and James B. Lock- 
wood, Twenty-third Infantry, were appointed A. A. Q. 
Ms., to issue clothing to grasshopper sufferers in west- 
ern Nebraska. 


DEPARTMENT OF Yas. 


Brigadier-Gen C. C. Auaur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Eleventh Infantry .—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply to Headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Missouri for an extension, was January 
26 granted to Colonel W. H. Wood (Fort Richardson, 
Texas). 

Fort Davis.—A General Court-martial was ordered 
to convene at Fort Davis, Texas, February 3. Detail 
for the court: Captain D. D. Van Valzah, Twenty- 
fifth Infantry; Assistant Surgeon C. S. DeGraw, Medi- 
cal Department; First Lieutenants E. J. Stivers, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry; W. W. Tyler, Ninth Cavalry; 
Second Lieutenant C. W. Merritt, Ninth Cavalry. 
First Lieutenant C. N. Gray, Adjutant, Twenty-fifth 
Infantry, Judge-Advocate. 

Tenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was January 25 

> First Lieutenant T. J. Spencer (Fort Concho, 

‘exas). 

The General Court-martial of which Major G. W. 
Schofield, Tenth Cavalry, was president, was January 
21 dissolved. 

Leave of absence for one month, with permission to 
apply for an extension until March 1, 1875, was Janu- 
ary 22 granted First Lieutenant J. T. Morrison, Tenth 
cavalry (Fort Richardson, Texas). 

Twenty-fourth Infantry.—First Lieutenant John L. 
Bullis was January 25 relieved from duty at Fort 
Clark, Texas, and ordered without delay to join his 
proper station at Fort Brown, Texas. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply for an extension until March 
1, was January 21 granted Second Lieutenant B. 8. 
Humphrey (Fort Concho, Texas). 

First Lieutenant M. B. Hughes, Ninth Cavalry, was 
aemney 23 relieved from temporary duty with Com- 
pany F’, Ninth Cavalry, and ordered to rejvin his pro- 
per company (D, Ninth Cavalry). 

Second Lieutenant John Conline, Ninth Cavalry, 
was February 1 relieved from pean pgs A duty at De- 
partment Headquarters, and ordered to proceed to Fort 
Concho, Texas, reporting upon his arrival to the com- 
manding officer for duty. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Captain N. 8. Con- 
stable, A. Q. M., U. 8. Army, was Jannary 23 relieved 
from duty at Fort Concho, Texas, and ordered to Fort 
Clark, Texas, reporting upon arrival to the command- 
ing officer for duty. 

vious orders were January 23 so amended as to 
direct Captain A. G. Robinson, A. Q. M.,-U. 8. Army, 
to proceed to Fort Brown via San Antonio, Texas, 
reporting en route to Department Headquarters. 

Twenty-fifth' Infantry.—Leave of absence for one 
month, on surgeon’s certificate of a ‘was Jan- 
uary 23 granted Captain Jacob Paulus (Fort Davis, 
Texas). 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon H. 8. Turrill, 
U. 8S. Army, was January 22 ordered to Fort Bliss, 
Texas, for duty as post surgeon, relieving A. A. Sur- 

eon E. Alexander, U.S. Army, who will proceed to 

‘ort Quitman, Texas, for duty as post surgeon, reliev- 
ing A. A. Surgeon D. Hershey, U. S. Army, who will 
proceed to Fort Concho, Texas, for temporary duty. 

Hospital Steward William Bohn, U. 8. Army, at 
Fort Brown, Texas, was January 28 ordered to report 
to the commanding officer and post surgeon for duty 
at that post. 

Fort Sill.—A General Court-martial was ordered to 
convene at Fort Sill, I. T., February 15. Detail for 
the court: Lieutenant-Coionel M. M. Blunt, Twenty- 
fifth Infantry; wo G. W. Schofield, Tenth Cavalry, 
Captains L. H. nter, Tenth Cavalry; Joseph 
Conrad, Eleventh Infantry; Gaines Lawson, Twenty- 
fifth Infantry; Mason Jackson, Eleventh Infantry; 8. 
T. Norvell, Tenth Cavalry. Captain C. D. Emory, 
Ninth Intantry, Judge-Advocate. 


Richardson, was January 22 directed to relieve Second 


oceed | Lieutenant J. H. Dorst, from duty with Company A, 


and direct him to rejoin his proper company (H), 
Fourth Cavalry. ' . 

Second Lieutenant John A. McKinney, Fourth Cav- 
alry, was ordered January 22 to Fort Clark, Texas, 
oon upon atrival to report to the commanding officer 
for assignment to temporary duty with Company B, 
Fourth Cavalry. 

Fort Griffin —The commanding officer Fort Griffin 
was January 22 directed to relieve Second Lieutenant 
G. H. Evans, Tenth Cavalry (Company E), and Second 
Lieutenant A. C: Tyler, Fourth Cavalry (Company G), 
from their present duties and direct them to rejoin 
their proper companies. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 
Pay Depariment.—Leave of absence for ten days was 
February 2 granted Major H. B,. Reese, Paymaster, U. 

S. Army (Charleston, 8. C.). 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon Frank Atkis- 
son, U. 8. Army, was February 1 ordered in addition 
to his present duties, to examine the recruits presented 
to the recruiting oflicer at Columbia, 8. C., for enlist- 
ment. 

Hospital Steward A. M. Reybold, U. S. Army, was 
January 30 ordered to Livingston, Ala., for duty. 

Charleston.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Charleston, 8. C., February 8. Captain 
James G. C. Lee, A. Q. M., Assistant Surgeon Joseph 
R. Gibson, U. 8. Army, and the following officers of 
the First Artillery were detailed for the court: Colonel 
Israel Vogdes; First Lieutenant James L. Sherman; 
Second Lieutenants John Pope, Jr., J. T. Honeycutt. 
First Lieutenant Edward H. Totten, R. Q. M., Judge- 
Advocate. 

Sixteenth Infantry—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Lancaster, Ky., February 4. The 
following officers of this 1egiment were detailed for 
the court: Colonel G. _Pennypacker; Captains J. 8. 


} Fletcher, Jr., D. M. Vance, Charles E. Morse; Second 


Lieutenants George M. Love, William C. McFarland. 
First Lientenant Merritt Barber, Judge-Advocate. 

On the final adjournment of the General Court-mar- 
tial. previously convened, Captain D. M. Vance, Six- 
teenth Infantry, will report to the commanding officer, 
Post of Lancaster, Ky., for temporary Court-martial 
duty. ; 

Transfer of Troops.—On the 3d instant, telegraphic 
instructions were sent to the commanding ofticer 
Columbia, S. C., to send q company to Edgefield 
County, 8. C. 

Second Artillery.—A General Court martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Raleigh, N. C., February 12. The 
following officers of this regiment were detailed for 
the court: Major H. A. Allen; Captains F. B. Hamil- 
ton, C. A. Woodruff; First Lieutenants T. D. Maurice, 
E. T. C. Richmond, W. Stanton. First Lieutenant 
John H. Gifford, Judge-Advocate. 

Atlanta.—A. General Court-martial was appointed to 
meet at McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, Ga., February 
11. Captain Edgar R. Kellogg and First Lieutenant 
Cass Durham, Eighteenth Infantry, and the following 
officers of the Second Infantry were detailed for the 
court: Captain Joseph S. Conrad; First Lieutenants 
Luther 8. Ames, Aug. R. Egbert; Second Lieutenant 
Frank O. Briggs. First Lieutenant James Miller, 
Judge-Advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mejor-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdqrt'rs, New York. 


0; 3 Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
ether Fm ee th Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending February 9, 1875: Captain 
B. H. Rogers, ‘Chirteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant 
H. H. Ketchum, Twenty second Infantry; Captain 
Edwin Pollock, Ninth Infantry; urst Lieutenant O. 
H. Howard, Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant L. H. 
Walker, Fifteenth Infantry. 

Third Artillery.—Leave of absence for one month 
was February 8 granted Captain John G. Turnbull 
(Madison, Barracks, N. Y.) 

Madison Barracks.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to micet at Madison Barracks, N. Y. Detail 
for the court: Lieutenant Colonel Romeyn B. Ayres, 
Third Artillery; Surgeon Lewis A. Edwards, Medical 
Department; Captains Edmond C. Bainbridge, Fifth 
Artillery; John G. Turnbull, Third Artillery; First 
Lieutenant Charles C. McConnell, Fifth Artillery, 
Second Lieutenant Charles W. Hobbs, Third Artillery. 
First Lieutenant Constantine Chase, Third Artillery, 


Judge-Advocate. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : Hd¢rs San ap — 
i istered. —The following officers register 
en eS iain Military Division of the 
Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, January 26, 
1875: Captains Henry Wagner, Cc. C. C. Carr, George 
B. Sanford, all of the First Cavalry. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA 
Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon Edwin Bent- 


. §. Army, was January 25 ordered to Camp 
1e¥ teil, Call . to report to the commanding {officer for 


i f which he will 
temporary duty, on the completion 0 
bres to his station in San Francisco, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brig.-Gen. Oliver 0 Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon, 








Fourth Cavalry,—The commanding officer’ Fort 


Medical Department.—N avigation on the Upper Col 
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umbia being obstructed by ice, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the medical director, Assistant Surgeon Bolivar 
Knickerbocker is assigned to temporary duty at Fort 
Vancouver, until such time as the season will admit 
his joining his proper station, Fort Colville, W. T. 

First Cavairy.—Captain David Perry, Fort Walla 
Walla, and the best enlisted farrier at the post, were 
January 22 ordered to report at the Headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific, for special duty, on com- 
pletion of. which they will return to their station. 

Sale of Spirituous Liquors.—In view of information 
received by the department commander that the special 
permission, heretofore given from Headquarters, for 
the introduction, for the parpose of sale, of spirituous 
liquors into the Territory of Alaska, does not sensibly 
diminish the production and illicit traffic in the same, 
and as its introduction from all quarters has been a 
constant source of suspicion, irritation and crime, and 
a ceaseless trouble to the civil and military xuthorities; 
it is deemed best to revoke all existing permits. So 
faras the introduction of additional supplies of liquor, 
for the purpose of sale, is concerned, no permits will 
be given, and the existing will be limited to the stock 
on hand. This order is not intended to prohibit per- 
mits for such small quantities of wines and liquors as 
may be needed for medicinal use. The attention of 
officers, and through them of the citizens of Alaska, is 
invited to Act of Congress of June 30, 1834—entitled 
‘““An Act to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, etc., etc.;” and amendatory Acs of 
March .15, 1864, and March 8, 1873—the letter and 
spirit of which this order is iatended to carry out. 








Zhe Indians.—John D. Miles, Indian Agent, Chey- 
enne and Arapahoe, in a report dated ‘‘ Darlington, 
Indian Territory, January 20, 1875,” announces the 
arrival at this agency of three young Cheyenne men 
from the main camp of hostiles named Bob Tailed 
Bear, White Bear, and-Walker. They report having 
left the camp of Gray Beard about the 10th inst. on 
the Staked plains, and that Stone Calf was camped 
quite a distance from Gray Beard further south and 
east. They report one of the Germain girls as being 
with Stone Calf, and owned by Long Pack, he having 
bought her from Stone Calf’s son-in-law, Black 
Moon, who was one of the Medicine Water party who 
captured them and murdered the parents. The other 
girl is in the Gray Beard party, and owned by Wolf 
Robe. From these young men we learned that the 
party of three, headed by Little Shield, sent out some 
time ago by General Neil to convey a message to Stone 
Calf and the Germain girls, had reached Gray Beard’s 
camp, all right, and that their message was treated 
with indifference, and even contempt, by Gray Beard, 
Heap of Birds, and others. Gray Beard said, ‘let 
them send a few more times and we can make our own 
terms.” They also report that the hostile Indians have 
been very much encouraged by the temporary suspen- 
sion of active operations against them, they believing 
that the campaign against them has ended; and war 
parties are now organized and sent out fur the purpose 
of securing a fresh supply of horses. One of these 
parties had just returned from a trip toward Old Mex- 
ico, where they had captured a Mexican train, se- 
curing some subsistence and animals, and report 
having murdered the Mexicans. Another party 
returned to the main camp the day before they 
leit from the Texas settlement, having secured a fair 
supply of horses, headed by Cloud Chief. They also 
report that three more war parties are now out. One 
headed by Dand Hell’s son (Yellow Horse) had gone 
up to the head waters uf the Red River, and one 
headed by Manimic’s son (Howling Wolf) had come 
down in the direction of the Wishita Agency, expecting 
to make a raid upon the herds of the Indians of that 
agency; as to the other party, they do not know the 
direction in which they had gone. They say that every 
effort is now put forth to secure a good supply of 
horses by the opening of. spring, in order to resume 
their raids and resist the troops. . 

They also report that a war party of No-co-nie Co- 
manches, who had just been on a raid into Texas, were 
attacked by troops about the 8th inst., and six Co 
manches killed. They also report that Lone Wolf and 
one other Kiowa were killed, as previously reported by 
the Wishita and Pawnee scouts. They report that 
White Antelope, Medicine Water, and old Medicine 
Arrow went north some time ago; that they had not 
seen them, but this was the understanding 

They report great suffering in the camps; many of 
them have their feet and limbs frozen and badly swol- 
len and many of them are on foot. I have noticed in 
the despatches from Wallace, Kansas, an account of 
the murder of a hunter named Brown, supposed to 
have been perpetrated by Indians; and again, on the 
8th inst., I notice from the same place that Lieutenant 
Hemple had ‘‘ returned from the pursuit of the Indians 
who killed the hunter Brown, having captured some 
Indians, including one chief,” etc. To-day General 
Neil is in receipt of a telegram from General Pope, re- 
questing him to send sume one ut once to Wailace, 
Kausas, who can identify Medicine Water, White 
Antelope, and Medicine Arrow. This information 
leads us to believe that at least a part of the party have 
been captured. My opinion is that Medicine Water's 
band was in the party who killed the man Brown, and 
were afterward struck by Lientenant Hemphill near 
Wallace, Kansas, and such as were not captured were 
driven back; or they may not have succeeded in join- 
ing Medicine Arrow and White Antelope in the march 
northward, but heard of their fate and retraced their 
steps. The Cheyennes are not yet whipped, nor do 
they make positive peace overtures. No doubt many 
of them are anxious to get a supply of blankets, and 
Sugar and coflee, and would not give further trouble 
at present, while a majority of the fighting element 
would prefer to die rather than submis’to prison life, 
and not until they are completely overpowered will 
they think or feel differently , ‘ 








From the Mescalero Apache Agency, W. D. 
Crothers, Indian Agent, reports as follows: ‘‘ Jan. 20, 
I have the honor to report that on the night of the 10th 
inst. the citizens, composed of Americans and Mexi- 
cans, made a desperate attack on the Mescaleros, who 
were encamped about two miles from the agency. 
When the attack was made the Indians reported at 
once. On receiving the intelligence I called on the 
military fer protection. Major D. R. Clendenin, com- 
manding the post, acted promptly in sending a com- 
pany of Cavalry, but before the troops reached the 
field of action the raiders had done their work. The 
engagement lasted nearly an hour. It is supposed 
several Indians were killed, but this is not certain, as 
the Indians are unwilling to admit that they met’ with 
any loss. The raiders took some sixty h of horses. 
They were pursued by the military, who failed to 
accomplish anything. Subsequent to the raid alluded 
to, on the 10th inst., the Indians moved their tents 
within a few rods of the agency. On the evening of 
the 15th inst. it was rumored that the raiders would 
make another attack, and there was a general stampede, 
the Indians all leaving except fifteen or twenty. The 
day following information came to the agency that the 
Indians had left the reservation. On receiving the in- 
telligence I sent a communication to the commanding 
officer of the post asking for military aid to bring them 
back to their reservation. Captain Randlett, with a 
company of Cavalry, went in pursuit of the Indians, 
and has returned, not having found any. They are 
doubtless hid in the mountains. The second day after 
the Indians left, two old squaws said they could find 
them. I gave them a note to the head chief, having 
my interpreter interpret the contents of the note, as 
has been my custom in bringing the Indians to the 
reservation. ‘The squaws were absent three days, and 
when within one and a half miles of the agency on the 
reservation were murdered and scalped by a party of 
Mexicans and their horses taken. My employees buried 
the bodies of the squaws. I think I shall be able to 
find the parties who murdered them, and shall, us soon 
as the excitement abates, have them arrested. At the 
present time the excitement is such that it would be 
difficult to get the civil authoritics to act, as they would 
be overpowered by au outside pressure.” 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


In the House, Feb. 3, a communication was received 
from the Secretary of War in relation to House bill 
3875, directing the manufacture at the Springfield 
Armory of the Roberts breech-loading musket and 
carbine, which was ordered to be printed; also a com- 
munication in relation to the eftect of House bill 2093, 
as amended in the Senate, on retired officers, which 
was -also ordered to be printed. The following com- 
munications were also received from the Secretary of 
War,and ordered to be printed: A report upon the exami- 
nation and survey of the San Joaquin river, California, 
and Yam Hill river, Oregon; in reference to the 
absence from appropriation bill of the item for ex- 
penses of surveys and reConnoissances in the military 
divisions and departments; in relation to the purchase 
of land adjacent to fort at Willet’s Point, with draft 
of biil to confirm purchase; in relation to the, petition 
of the officers of the Tenth Cavalry against the 
passage of the bill to restore George A. Armes to the 
rank of captain; concerning improvements of the 
channel opposite St. Louis; relative to improving the 
Holston and Tennessee rivers; and transmitting report 
of the operations of the Army under the command of 
Major-General Buell, in Kentucky and Tennessee. 

The Senate, Feb. 4, passed Senate bill 1665, for the 
relief of J. W. Drew, late additional paymaster U. 8. 
Army, and indefinitely postponed bill 1193, for the 
relief of the estate of C. 8. Underwood, late additional 
paymaster U. 8. Army. 

‘The House has passed House Dill 4562, removing 
the political disabilities of Beverly Kennon, late of the 
U.S. Navy. 

Charles M. Blake, ex-chaplain U. S. Army, has 
memorialised Congress to pass a bill to restore him to 
his rank, pay, and allowances from the date of his 
resignation and last payment, April 29, 1869, anda 
bill has been introduced for his relief. 

The bills granting pensions to widows of Com- 
mander Voorhees, and Commander Jones, and Gene- 
ral Hartman Bache, have been indefinitely postponed 
on adverse reports of the Senate Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Feb. 4, 1875, Mr. Cragin, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill 
H. R. 1063, to restore Captain J. C. Beaumont, U. 8. 
Navy, to his original position on the Navy register, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. He also, 
from same committee, reported without amendment, 
H. R. 3362, for relief of Mrs. Sarah B. Forrest, widow 
of Lieutenant D. A. Forrest, late U. 5. Navy, sub- 
mitted report thereon; ordered to be printed. ’ 

Also, from same committee, H. R. 3658, for relief 
of William J. Coite, reported 1t without amendment, 
the committee adopting the House report on the bill. 

Also $8. 928, for reliet of David Huestis, reported it 
with amendments, and submitted a report thereon; 
ordered to be printed. 

Also H. R. 3748, to reimburse City of Boston for 
certain expenses incurred in improvements of Chelsea 
street, (formerly Charlestown), in connection with the 


United States Navy-vard, and that it be referred to|p 


Committee on Appropriations. ‘The Committee on 
Naval Affairs recommended the bill. 

Mr: Morrill, of Maine, Committee on Naval Affairs, 
§. 585, for relief of Oliver Moses, Frank O. Moses, 
Galen ©. Moses, Charles Owen, and Kobert P. 
Manning, all of Bath, avd George Wedge, of Rich- 
mond, Maine, owners of the ship John Carver, re- 
ported it with amendment, and submitted report 
thereon; ordered to be printed. } 

Mr, Pratt, 8, 858, report adversely on bill to incpease 


pension of Esther M. Shubrick, widow of E.§R. - 
Shubrick, late captain U. 8. Navy. 

Mr. Cragin introduced on the inst. a bill 1259, to 
authorize the appointment of Walton Cable asa master 
on the retired list. 

In the House, on the 6th inst., Mr. Coburn re “l 
from the Military Committee bill H. R. 4566, to pri - 
vide for regulating mileage of officers of the Army; 
also H. R. 4564, to regulate the pay of acting — 
quartermasters, and provide for the selection of quar- 
-termaster sergeants of posts, both of which were read 
a first and second time, recommitted and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Page introduced 


a Bog resolution No. 150, in 
relation to supplying the Mare Island Navy-yard with 
fresh water. : 


The Committee on Military Affairs submitted a re- 
rt to accompany Senate bill 769, for the relief of 
ajor Nicholls, paymaster U. 8. Army. 
r. Sargent introduced in the Senate on the 8th iust., 
a bill, No, 1265, relating to the promotion of rear- 
admirals on the retired list of the Navy; and Mr. 
Spencer a bill, No. 1267, respecting the retirement of 
ajor-General Sickles. 

In the House Mr. Hays introduced a bill, No. 4795, 
to fix the title of certain officers in the Navy; 
Chapman a bill, No. 4645, to place Colonel and Brevet 
on, Hon Emory oa the retired list of the Arm 
as brigadier-general; Mr. Butler, of Massachusetts, bill 
No. 4659, for the relief of certain clerks and agents of 
the Quartermaster’s Department of the Army; Mr. 
Platt, of Virginia, bill No. 4662, relative to Benjamin 
F. Garvin and Henry d. Stewart, chief engineers in 
the Navy; Mr. Albrichte bill No. 4671, to authorize 
the promotion of the senior three assistant surgeons in 
the Navy; Mr. Lewis No. 4668, authorizing the Presi- 
dent to nominate Henry 8. Wetmore a lieutenant in 
the Navy on the retired list. 

In the Senate, on the 9th inst., Mr. Spencer pre- 
sented » memorial from Acting Assistant Surgeon 
John D. Smith, praying to be put on the retired list of 
the Navy. 

Mr. Wadleigh, from the Committee on Mili 
Afiairs, reported without amendment Senate bill . 
to provide for the payment of bourties to persons 
entitled thereto, but who have not received them by 
reason of transfer from the Military to the Naval Ser- 


vice. 
Mr. Cameron from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, reported adversely on the bill to permit Lieuten- 


ant Commander Frederick Pearson, U. S. Navy, to 
accept a decoration from the Queen of Great Britain. 

The Senate passed with amendments, H. R. bill 3912, 
to reduce and fix the Adjutant General’s Department 
of the Army. The first amendment was striking out 
four and inserting three, so as to read: ‘‘ Three assis- 
tant adjutant-generals with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of lieutenant-colonels.” ~The second, to insert 
‘*promotions and appointments” in line 5 of section 2, 
so as to make it read: ‘‘ That so much of section 6, of 
the act entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 30, 1870, 
and for other purposes, approved March 3, 1869, as 
applies to promotions and appointments in the Adju- 
tant General’s Department, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed.” The third amendment was inserting at end 
of first seciion: ‘‘And all vacancies existing in said 
Department other than those herein mentioned, are 
abolished.” 

Bill 2093, for the relief of General Samuel W. Craw- 
ford, was referred to a Conference Committee. 

In the House, Mr. Gooch presented a report of the 
Naval Committee on the petition of Mrs. Dahlgren, 
for compensation for the inventions of ber late hus- 
band, to accempany the bill befure the House. 


The following is the text of the bill (S. 1102) to pro- 
mote the efficiency of the Light-house service of the 
United States, introduced into the Senate, January 11, 
by Mr. Sargent: That the Light-house establishment of 
the United States shall constitute a bureau of the 
Treasury Department, and its duties shall be performed 
under’ the immediate direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The executive officers thereof shall be an 


-engineer-director of nae and an engineer-secretary of 


lights, who shall be selected by the President from the 
Corps of Engineers of the Army, and shall have the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of colonel and major re- 
spectively. Sc. 2. That the engineer-director of 
lights shall have control and management, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the du- 
ties now devolved by law on_ the Light-houge Board, 
and the engineer-secretary shall execute, under the 
direction and sup rvision of the Director of Lights, 
the duties now devolved by law and lations upon 
the two secretaries of the Light-house d. Src. 3. 
That there is hereby constituted an advisory board, to 
be called the Light-house Board of the United States, 
of which the principal assistant secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall be the chairman and the engineer-secretary 
of lights shall be the ‘secretary. The duties of the 
Light-house Board shall be to suggest to the 
of the Trehsury, from time to time, in writing, suc 
changes and improvement in the light-house service as 
it shall deem best for the interests of the Uuited States 
and of commerce, as well as to consider and furnish to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in writing, its views 
upon such questions as he may submit to it; 
new light-house or light-vessel shall be 
laced, nor shall any change in the character of 
illuminating-apparatus or material be made, with- 
out the concurrence, in writing, of a majority 
of said board. The Light-House shall meet 
four times in each year, that is to say, on the first 
Wednesdays of January, April, July, and October, 
except when any of these days shall upon a | 
holiday, in which case it sball meet on the day follow- 
ing such legal sme © and it shall meet at such other 
ed the Trea 





ti as it-may be by the Secretary of 
wiry, Upon due notice by the Director of 
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Szc. 4. That the following persons shall be members 
of the Light-house Board, in addition to the chairman 
and the secretary, as already provided in this act: The 
Chief of Engineers of the Army; the Chief of Bureau 
of Yards and Docks of the Navy Department; an 
officer of engineers of the Army, to be selected by the 
President; the Chief of Bureau of Navigation of the 
Navy Department; two civilians of high scientific at- 
tainments whose services may be at the disposal of the 
President; the Superintendent of the Coast-Survey; 
the Director of Lights; the Commissioner of- Customs; 
the Commissioner of Patents; the Chief-Signal Officer 
of the United States; and tre Chief Hydrographer of 
the Navy. Sxc..5. That the construction, repair, illu- 
maintenance, supply, and inspection of 
light-houses, steam or other fog-signals, sea-walls, 
lands, and other public property, light-keepers’ 
dwellings, lenses, lamps, and other illuminating-appa- 
ratus, beacons, and other sea-marks under the Light- 
house Establishment, on the sea-coasts, sounds, lakes, 
bays, and rivers lighted by the United States, and all 
management thereof, except the appointment of light- 
keepers and other salaried employees, shall be under 
the immediate charge of the engineers who are now 
ay by law for the several light-house districts. 
Ec. 6. That no contract for the light-house service 
shall be binding or valid until it shall have been ap- 
tee by the Secretary of the Treasury. Sec. 7. 
at all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
act are hereby repealed; and all acts and parts of acts 
relating te the light-house service of the United States 
not inconsistent with this act are hereby declared to 
be in full force, and shall have the same effect as 
though this act had not been passed. 


THE NAVY. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 
The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Jounnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 














Carer Constructor Isatan Hanscom has been no- 
minated for a second term as Chief of the Bureau of 
Construction and Repair. 

TELEGRAPHIC orders have beeu sent to the Lacka- 
wanna to return home to San Francisco, Cal. She 
may therefore be expected about the 1st of April. 

Tue Navy Department has received official informa- 
tion of the death, on the 6th inst., at Portland, Maine, 
of Commander Weld N. Allen, U. 5. Navy. 

CoMMANDER R, CHANDLER, commanding the U. S. 
steamer Swatara, reports, under date of Dec. 15, 1874, 
that he intended to leave Hobart Town. Tasmania, 
Dec. 16, for the Auckland and Chatham Islands, for 
Transit of Venus parties. 

A RECENT telegram from the Swatara reports that 
vessel at Hobart Town, Tasmania, and orders have 
been sent by telegraph to her to proceed to New York, 
which, if received in time, will change her destination 
from San Francisco to New York. 

Rear-Apmrrat ©. H. Davis, Superintendent Naval 
Observatory, and President of Commission on Transit 
of Venus, reports that he has received a letter from Prof. 
Watson, dated Peking, China, Dec. 3, 1874, stating 
that all the members of his party were well. 

THE on have published a paragraph that a 
court-martial was in session at the Navy-yard, Wasb- 
ington, for the trial of Paymaster Tullock. This is a 
m e ; the officer under trial is Paymaster Horace 
P. Tuttle. Assistant-Paymaster Tullock was one of 
the unfortunate victims of the Oneida disaster. The 
court is composed as follows: Rear-Admiral Reed 
Werden, Commodore J. M. B. Clitz, Commodore J. B. 
Creighton, Pay Director J. S. Cunningham, Com- 
mander Bushr.d B. Taylor, Commander C. A. Babcock, 
Paymaster J. Hoy, Jr., with Captain W. B. Remy, 
U. 8. M. C., as Judge Advocate. Paymaster Tuttle is 
well known as an astronomer, and,with Professor Hol- 
comb, the discoverer of the comet Encke. 

Tue San Francisco Call says : The United States flag- 
ship Pensacola will soon leave this port with the King 
Kalakaua and his suite on board. The Va'lejo Chronicle 
says that the steamtug Monterey came down to this city 
on Sunday with a heavy load of guns and ammuni- 
tion, to be put on board the Pensacola, directed to 
“Colonel A. B. Steinberger, Honolulu, H. I.” The 
guns shipped include one Gatling, two twelve 
pounders, one Parrott gun and five cases of muz- 
zle-loading Springfield rifles (twenty to the case), 
with ammunition for eaeh variety of gun. A large 
box of clothing, American flags, bunting of difterent 
colors, medicine chests, surgical instruments and other 
ep were also shipped. s Colonel Steinberger is 

nited States Commissioner to the government of the 
Seanone Islands, it is presumed that the military 
pla: are intended as a present ty the powers 
that be in those distant isles. Tie Vallejo Chronicle 
regards it as a friendly overture, intended to gain 
the confidence of the people of the islands more 
completely, probably with an ultimate view to an- 
nexation. - b; 

Tue first amateur dramatic performance of the 
season at Annapolis, writes a correspondent, was 
iven in the Masonic Opera House on the evening of 
8th inst., to a large and delighted audience. Lieu- 
Charles Belknap, U. 8. Navy, and Lieutenant 
C. Cochrane, U. 8. M. C., were stage managers, 
successful were their efforts that over one hun- 
reserved seats—an unprecedented number—were 
in two days after the box sheet was opened. 
rformers, six ladies and six gentlemen, were 
all connected with the Naval Academy, and 

itted themselves with unusual credit. ‘* Carte de 
te” and “ The Obstinate Family,” two very amusing 
comedietias, were presented, and received with inces- 
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sant laughter and applause, and between these plays, 
Mrs. F. Stanhope Hill wife of a gentleman formerly 
an officer in the Navy, read a scene from Hamlet, and 
“The Poet Mother” of Mrs. Browning, which were 
received with marked favor and appreciation. This 
part formed a new feature in the entertainment. In 
“*Carte de Visite” the leading parts were taken by 
Prof. Prud’homme, who was intensely funny in man- 
ner and costume as Mr. Winkin, and by Mrs. Prof. 
Dovilliers, who gained new laurels as Mrs. Winkin. 
Lieutenant Belknap, in faultless garb, took Ranger, the 
returned lover; Lieutenant Cochrane was Rayon Deso- 
leil, a French photographer, and two young ladies, 
guests of Prof. Prud’homme, took the remaining 
characters with artistic care. ‘‘ The Obstinate Family,” 
although _— up in less than a week, was a signal 
success. Lieutenant Cochrane was cast as Mr. Har- 
wood, the ‘“‘old man,” which part he made very 
laughable by his grotesque costume and marvellous 
appetite in the table scene. Miss Lizzie Paddock as 
his ‘‘ old lady,” made a charming Mrs. Harwood, and 
Mrs. Lieutenant Briggs as Jessy Harford, his married 
daughter, made a début of the greatest promise. Mr. 
F. 8. Hill was easy and natural as Henry Harford, and 
Prof. Lord and Mrs. Lieutenant Commander Chester 
inimitable in their respective roles of James the 
butler, and Lucy the maid. Amateur theatricals are 
now uppermost among topics in Naval re 
circles, and other entertainments will no doubt result 
from the great success of this one. Our thanks are 
due for a programme. 

DuRING the stay of the United States steamer Swatara 
at the Australian ports, an article appeared in the Mel- 
bourne Age, which was copied into the Mercury, and 
ran as follows: On the 4th of October, a party of Ger- 
man astronomers and scientific men, sailed from Mel- 
bourne in the French bark Alerandrina for the Auck- 
land Islands, where they were to observe the transit of 
Venus. It was expected that the vessel would have 
returned to one of the New Zealand ports nearly a 
month since, but at the date of latest vee from the 
colony she had not done so, and some anxiety is felt in 
reference to the safety and welfare of the party. On 
ascertaining this fact, Captain Chandler, of the Sta- 
tara, with that kindly consideration that has marked 
the conduct of that gentleman and his brother officers, 
since the arrival of their vessel here, called at this 
office, and, an intercolonial mail being expected next 
day, begged that he might be informed if any intelli- 
gence was brought by it of the Alezandrina. Having 
learned that no New Zealand papers were received by 
that mail, and that Melbourne and Sydney papers made 
no mention of the missing vessel and party, Captain 
Chandler telegraphed to Mr. Adamson, United States 
Consul-General, Melbourne, as follows: ‘‘Has the 
German Consul any fears regarding the safety of the 
bark Alexandrina, which conveyed the German party 
for the observation of the transit of Venus to the 
Auckland Islands ?” To this Captain Chandler re- 
ceived an answer, stating that the German Consul has 
great fearsfor the safety of the German party. Im- 
mediately on receiving this information . Captain 
Chandler resolved on altering his present arrange- 
ments, under which he would have remained here for 
some time yet. Evcry effort is being made, and Cap- 
tain Chandlor expects being able to leave this by Wed- 
nesday morning, proceeding direct to Wellington, 
whence he will proceed to the Chatham Islands, pick- 
ing up the American party stationed there in passing. 
The Swatara will then proceed for a similar purpose 
to the Bluff, and from thence to Dunedia, where, if 
there is no word of the Alezandrina he will steam to 
the Auckland Islands, after which Captain Chandler 
will return to Hobart Town. The simple mention of 
the fact that the Captain of the Swatara has thus so 
promptly taken action for the relief of the German 
party will be accepted with a feeling of universal satis- 
faction. It is the highest degree creditable to the in- 
dividual and to the nation to which he belongs, and is 
but in keeping with all that is known of him and his 
officers since their arrival in Hobart Town; and we 
trust their conduct will be made mention of, not only 
in these colonies, but in England «and _ throughout 
Europe, as well as in the United States. Another re- 
port states in regard to the return of the astronimical 
observers taken out by the Swatara, thatit is ex- 
pected that Professor Harkness and Captain Raymond 
will have finished their astronomical and photographic 
work by the middle of January, both partits being 
very much behindhand in their star observations for 
position because of the cloudy weather of the last 
week. The photographic work will be the duplicat- 
ing of the plates taken on the day of the transit, so 
that in case one set be lost they will still have a photo- 
graphic record of the event. While they are going 
ahead with this work the Swatara is to be engaged in 
— up the transit parties at Queenstown, New 

ealand, and at Port Hull, Chatham Island, making a 
flying visit to the Auckland Islands en rowte to look 
after the welfare of the German transit party stationed 
there. Considerable anxiety is felt with regard to 
their safety. They sailed from Sydney about three 
months since in the French bark Alexandrina, and no 
tidiugs of them have been had. The Swatara will 
then return to Hobart Town and take on board the 
Tasmanian parties, transfer them to Melbourne, 
whence they will take passage via mail steamer to San 
Franciscv. This vessel will then proceed upon the 
work assigned her—that of determiuing the latitudes 
and longitudes of the principal points between here 
and Yokahama, Japan. 


Wasurneron, D. C., Feb. 8, 1875. 
Tue class of ’70 and the younger branch of the Ser- 
vice has met with a sad loss in the death of two of its 
brightest members, Masters F. C. Spencer and W. 8. 
Holliday, and I trust you can find space for a few lines 
in their memory. They both ente.ed the Naval Acad- 
emy in 1866. The former was taken, without a mo- 














ment’ swarning, by cerebral apoplexy, while on scientific 
duty in the West Indies. The latter passed away about 
ten days ago, only a week after the news of poor Spen- 
cer’s death reached us. He died of the fatal malady, 
consumption, which he contracted by a too zealous at- 
tention to duty while on the U. 8S. steamer Franklin, 
at Key West. 

They were both universal favorites with their class 
at the Academy, and since then have been loved and 
esteemed by all who knew them. I bave often heard 
their superior officers speak of them with pride and as 
ornaments to their profession, in which neither ever 
neglected a duty or shirked a responsibility. 

pencer distinguished himself last winter about this 
time by saving from drowning in the surf Lieutenant 
Chas. T. Hutchins and two men, and almost lost his 
own life in an attempt to rescue another. We all know 
that, placed in a liked position, Walter Holliday would 
have done the same. 

It is seldom that the Service loses two such officers 
in so short a time, and whose noble character and 
many virtues will enable the same obituary to apply 
equally to both. The rest of our class may perhaps 
feel with me that the wisdom of Divine Providence 
was shown in taking the two of us who were probably 
hest. fitted to appear before God’s Throne, and I know 
that they wili never be forgotten until in our turn we 
slip our earthly moorings and follow in their wake, I 
trust to a better place. W. M. W. 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


FEBRUARY 4.—Passed Assistant Engineer John C. Kafer, to 
the Tennesse. 

Frsruary 5.—Commander Chas. A. Babcock, to report to the 
— of the Bureau of Ordnance for such duty as he may assign 

m. 
Lieutenant-Commander Jos. B. Coglan, to command the iron- 
clad steamer Saugus, at Pensacola, Fla. 

Assistant Surgeon Chas. T. Hibbert, to the Naval Hospital, 
Washington. 

Fesruary 6—Lieutenant-Commander J. F. McGlensey, to the 
Navy-yard, Philadelphia. 

FEBRUARY 8.—Master Edward M. Hughes, to the steamer Des- 
patch, at Washington, D. C. 

Fesrvary 9.—Assistant Surgeon Richard A. Urquhart, to the 
receiving ship Ohio, at Boston. 

FEBRUARY 10.—Commander Milton Haxtun, to equipment duty 
at the Navy-yard, New York. 

Lieutenant C. M. Anthony, to the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, 








Surgeon Geo. W. Woods, to the Benicia. 
DETACHED. 


Fesruary 4.—Chief Engineer Wm. 8. Slamm, from duty as 
presideat of the Board of Examiners at Philadelphia, and ordered 
to the Tennessee, and on the arrival of that veesel on the Asiatic 
Station to discharge the duties of fleet engineer. 

Passed Assistant Engineer George P. Hunt, from special duty 
connected with the Tennessee, and ordered to duty on board 
that vessel. 

Fesruary 5.—Licutenant-Commander G. C. Schulze, from the 
command of the Saugus, and placed on sick leave. 

Master J. W. Graydon, from duty on the Coast Survey, and or- 
dered to duty on the North Atlantic Station. 

Mate Walter N. Smith, from the Navy-yard, Pensacola, Fla., 
and ordered to the Pawnee, at Key West, Pia. 

Mate John Oden’dhal, from the{Pawnee, and ordered to duty in 
charge of the tug Rose, at the Navy-yard, Pensacola, Fla. 

Fepruary 8.—Surgeon John W. Coles, from the Naval Hospi- 
tal, Philadelphia, and ordered to the Naval Hospital, Yokohama, 
Japan, per steamer of the 1st March next from San Francisco 

Assistant Surgeon A. A. Austin, from the Naval Hospital, New 
York, and ordered to the Pinta, at New Orleans. 

Fesruary 10.- Assistant Surgeon Homer L. Law, from the re- 
ceiving ship Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H., and granted three 
mouths’ leave from the 15th inst. 


RESIGNED. 
Cadet Midshipman Thomas N. Wood. 
PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
Rear-Admiral Augustus L. Case from Febuary 3, 1875. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported te 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending February 10, 1875 : 
Victor Hemming, supernumary, formerly ordinary seaman, 
February 1, Naval Hospital, Pensacola. “ 
John Egan, marine, February 1, Navy-yard, New York. 
John W. Ware, ship’s tailor, February 5, U. 8. steamer Michi- 
gan, at Erie, Pa. 
SENATE CONFIRMATIONS, FEBRUARY 3. 
Isaiah Hanscom to be Chicf of the Bureau of Construction and 
Repairs from January 23, 1875. ; 
Passed Assistant Engineer Geo. W. Sensner to be a chief en- 
gineer. k 
Commo dore Roger N. Stembel to be a rear-admiral-on the re- 
tired list. , 
Paymaster James E. Tolfree to be advanced ten numbers in 
his grade, sie rs 
NOMINATIONS SENT TO THE SENATE. 
The following nominations were sent to the Senate Febru- 


ary 4: 
Ensign Jacob J. Hunker to be » master in the Navy in place 
of Martin E. Hall who failed to qualify when examined for that 


rade. 

Master William P. Day to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
January 23, 1875, vice Hosatio R. Wilson, deceased. 

Ensign Frank Elicry to be a master in the Navy from January 
23, 1875, vice Master Wm. P. Day, nominated for promotion. 
Commander Geo. E. Belknap to be a captain in the Navy from 
January 25, 1875, vice Captain Thomas C. Harris, deceased. 
Lieu<enaut-Commander Henry F. Picking to be a commander 
in the Navy from January 25, 1875, vice CommAinder Geo. E. Belk- 
nap, nominated for promotion. : ; 

aster Joseph B. Hobson, to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
January 25, 1875, vice Lieutenaut-Commander H. F. Picking, 
nominated for promotion. : 

Ensign George W. Mentz to be a master in the Navy from 
January 25, 1875, vice Master J. B. Hobson, nominated for pro- 
motion. s : 
Commodore Reed Werden to be a rear-admiralin the Navy 
from February 4, 1875, vice Rear-Admiral A. L. Case, retired. 
Captain Aaron K. Hughes to be a commodore in the Navy from 
February 4, 1875, vice Commodore Reed W erden, nominated for 


promotion. ti = 
Commander David B. Harmony to be a@ captain in the ‘Navy 
from February 4, 1875, vice Captain A. K. Hughes, nominated for 


otion. : 
Pry ieutensnt-Commander Fred. Rodgers to be a commander in 
the Navy from February 4, 1875, vice Commander D. B. Harmony, 


ated for promotion. . n 
“Toes John. Wilson to be alieutenant in the Navy from 


February 4, 1875, vice Lieutenant-Commander F.. Rodgers, nom- 
inated for promotion . 


Ensign C 
February 4, 1875, vice Master 


les F. Emmerick to be a master in the Navy from 
sie John ¢, Wilson, nominated for 





promotion 














Fes. 18, 1875. 
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DEEP SEA SOUNDINGS. 


U. 8. S. Tuscarora, 8rD. Rarer, 

Orr HonoLuLa, Hawaiian IsLanps, 
JANUARY 12th, 1875. 

The Honorable Geo. M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy: 

Srr : In obedience to the Department’s orders of the 
17th of October, last, I have the honor to report that I 
proceeded to sea on the 1st of November, to carry out 
its order in running a line of Deep Sea Soundings from 
San Francisco, California, to Honolula, Hawaiian Is- 
lands. The first cast was taken in four hundred and 
thirty-five fathoms water. Farallones, bearing E. N. 
E., distant about six miles, with the apparatus sent to 
the ship by the Bureau. With the exception of the 
apparatus received from Washington, the appurten- 
ances were the same as those used by my predecessor, 
Commander Belknap. I continued taking casts every 
five miles, until I had reached what I considered to be 
the bed of the ocean, at two thousand and forty-five 
fathoms water. From cast No. 4, tocast No. 19, gave 
almost a uniform depth of from twenty-five hundred 
to twenty-seven hundred fathoms water with bottom 
of soft brown yellow ooze or mud. At cast No. 19, 
latitude 82 deg., 58 min., 46 sec. North, longitude 132 
deg., 25 min. 45 sec. West, which was remarkably 
good, we came upon fourteen hundred and seven 
fathoms water, with the first hard bottom I had 
found, consisting of coral and lime. The specimen 
cup was cut and brulsedasif by sharp pointed rock. 
At the next cast. No. 20, latitude 32 deg., 56 min., 52 
sec. N., longitude 182 deg., 31 min. and 15 sec. West, 
running upon our course discovered only four hun- 
dred and thirty-five fathoms water, with very hard 
coral bottom. The next cast, No. 21, latitude 82.deg. 
55 min., 55 sec. North, longitude 132 deg. 34 min. 15 
sec. West, got four hundred and thirteen fathoms 
water, with a bottom of rock. I got seven casts 
between 12 and 4, A.mM,on on November 7th, steer- 
ing course North and South across the top of the bank, 
using a twenty-five pound lead attached to the wire 
with Sand’s Cup. Ati, A. M. got three hundred and 
eighty-five fathoms water. At 1:30 4. M. three hun- 
dred and ninety fathoms. At2 a.m. four hundred 
and five fathoms. At 2:30a.M. four hundred and 
thirty-five fathoms. At3 a. m. four hundred and sixty- 
three fathoms. At 3:30. M. five hundred fathoms, 
and at 4 A. M., seven hundred and fifty-five fathoms. 
The bottom was of hard rock, as indicated by the deep 
cuts into the lead. 

At cast No. 22, latitude 32 deg. 50 min. 08 sec. 
North, longitude 132 deg. 31 min. 45 sec. West., I 
got nine hundred and seventy-five fathoms water, bot- 
tom rock. Seeing that the water deepened while steer- 
ing to the Southward, I steered again to the North- 
ward, and cast No. 23, an interval of an hour, 
latitude 32 deg. 51 min. 44 sec. North, longitude 182 
deg. 36 min. 45 sec West, got four hundred and four 
fathoms water, with bottom of rock. Cast No. 24, 
latitude 82 deg. 52 min. 38 sec. North, longitude 182 
deg. 42 min. 15 sec. West, got bottom in fourteen hun- 
dred and eighty-one fathoms, with a bottom of mud 
mixed with sand. At cast No. 25, latitude 33 deg. 
03 min. North, longitude 182 deg. 37 min. West, found 
bottgm at twenty-two hundred and eighty-two fathoms 
water—bottom brown mud. 

The water having deepened, and thinking that I had 
sufficient data to plot the shoal, I continued on my 
course, regaiving the line to the Southward. At cast 
No. 26, latitude 32 deg. 49 min. 35 sec. North, longi- 
tude 1383 deg. 14 min. 35 sec West, got bottom in 
twenty-two hundred and eighty-eight fathoms water, 
I continued sounding every thirty miles without in- 
terruption until November 18th, cast No. 58, with an 
average depth of twenty-seven hundred fathoms, the 
greatest depth being twenty-nine hundred and fifty 
fathoms water, and the least depth, twenty-four hun- 
dred and eighty-one fathoms. 

From November 18th to November 23rd, I was un- 
able tosound, on account of bad weather, the greater 
part of the time, [ was lying in a gale of wind. 

_At cast No. 58, latitude 24 den. 00 min. 18 sec. 
North, longitude 152 deg. West, got thirty-one hun- 
dred and fifteen fathoms water, the deepest water 
found, with bottom of brown ovze. 

_At cast No. 62, latitude 22 deg. 04 min. 30 sec. 
North, longitude 135 deg. 09 min. West, I got twenty- 
six hundred and eighty-five fathoms water, with bot- 
tom of sand mixed with mud. 

_ Not having sutticient coal on hand to carry out our 
line with any degree of certainty, and having expended 
more coal on account of bal weather and head winds, 
and being within six miles of the line run by this ship, 
under Commodore Belknap, from San Diego to this 
place, and being but ninety miles from port, [ deemed 
it advisible to make the best of my way here. 

The line from San Francisco was run with great 
care,and may be considered as correct a line of deep 
Sea soundings as can be. 

The object in view being to ascertain the suitable- 
ness of the bottom for laying a telegrapvic cable. It 
will be seen that the bottum of the whole line is 
splendidly adapted on account of its almost unvarying 
soft oozy bottom. The rough bottom fourd about the 
sub-marine peak could be easily avvided by going a 
few miles to the Northward or Southward of Jatitude 
82 deg. 55 min. 35 sec. North, longitude 32 deg. 34 
mu. 15 sec. West, which I consider to be the summit 
of the peak. 

I lost but one line and that of three thousand 
fathoms wire, with one Casella thermometer attached. 
This was caused by bad weather suddenly coming 
upon us. 

Tae orders from the Bureau regarding the sounding 
apparatus were strictly adhered to. I began sounding 
with the apparatus sent from Wa;bington. It worked 
with great nicely, and the dyn.memeter indicated very 
well, but by the fifth or sixth cast, the app sratus com- 
mienced to show signs of weakness, on account of the 
ereat strain brought upon it when reeling in the wire. 


ea a 








After the 13th cast, I was obliged to remove the wire 
from the apparatus, as it was giving away rapidly, and 
was no longer safe untilrepaired. It was repaired and 
put in operation again on the 87th cast, but after five 
casts in twenty-six and twenty-seven hundred fathoms 
water, it gave way entirely. 

The apparatus gave way on the side, where there is 
but one flange, and on the rim of the wheel over the 
spokes, which were forced through the face. If the 
spokes were fitted with a clutch, and a double flange 
put on the opposite side of the wheel, so that the 
strain on the wheel would be more equalized, it would 
add to its strength. 

I take pleasure in informing the Department of the 
zeal and intelligence displayed by Lieutenant George A. 
Norris, who is thoroughly conversant with all the de- 
tails appertaining to deep sea soundings. 

I enclose herewith the track, profile current, wind 
and signal temperature charts, and Journal of Sound- 
ings. 

The specimens of the bottom properly labeled, are 
now ready, and will be shipped on from here to be 
forwarded to the Department. 

I have the honor to be, etc., H. ERBEN, JR., 
Commander Commanding. 








NAVY BiLLS APPROVED AND BECOME LAW. 
[NOT OF GENERAL NATURE NO. 14.] 


An Act authorizing the President to nominate Holmes 
Wikoft an assistant surgeon in the Navy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America assembled, That the 
President 1s hereby authorized to nominate and, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint Holmes 
Wikoff ap assistant surgeon in the Navy, waiving his 
disqualification by age, but subject in all other respects 
to existing law and regulations. 
Approved January 30, 1875. 





[NOT OF GENERAL NATURE NO. 15.] 
An Acr for the relief of John T. Smith. 


Be it enacted, etc., That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint, upon the retired list of the Navy, with the 
rank of fixst assistant engineer, John T. Smith, now a 
= assistant engineer on the active list of the 

avy. 

Approved January 30, 1875. 





[NOT OF GENERAL NATURE NO 13.] 


An Act for the relief of certain officers of the Navy 
who were dropped, furloughed, vr retired under 
the act of February 28, 1855. 


Be it enacted, etc., That all officers now in tne Navy, 
and the widows or heirs of those who have died while 
attached to the Navy, including the widow of Captain 
Elisha Peck, retired by special act of March 38, 1878, 
who were dropped, furloughed, or retired under the 
act of February 28, 1855, and who were afterward pro- 
moted and restored to the active list of the Navy 
under the operations of the act of January 16, 1857, 
or by the President under the operation of subsequent 
laws, shall be entitled to receive out of every money. in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the difference 
between the pay respectively received by them and the 


active list of the rank to which they were respectively 
promoted, for and during the time they were aflected 
by the operation of the said acts of February 28, 1859, 
and January 16, 1857. 

Approved January 30, 1875. 








THE BRITISH NAVY. 


THREE vessels have been completed for the Royal 
Navy during the past quarter—the Arad, a composite 
steam sloop, to carry three guns, of 620 tons, and to be 
fitted with engines of 570 (95) horse-power, built by 
Messrs. Napier and Sons, of Glasgow; the Lily, a 
sister ship to the Arad, and built by the same firm; and 
the Pioneer, a composite paddle vessel, for six guns, of 
499 tons, and 480 (80) horse-power engines, built at 
Sunderland by Messrs. Blumer and Co. The new 
vessels ordered to be built, and for which the neces- 
sary preparations are being made, are the Nelson and 
Northampton, two double-screw iron armor-plated 
ships of 7,323 tons and 6,000 horse-power engines, 
designed to carry twelve guns each and to be con- 
structed by Messrs. Napier and Sons, of Glasgow; also 
two screw composite sloops for six guns each, of 1,124 
tons, and engines of 900 horse-power, to be named 
the Penguin and Wild Swan, also to be built at Glasgow 
by Messrs. Napier and Sons. The iron-clads now 
under construction are five in number—the Fury, an 
armor-plated turret ship of 10,950 (5,030) and 8,000 
(1,000) horse-power engines, intended to carry four 
guns of the heaviest calibre, building at Pembroke, 
which vessel 1s almost completed, and will shortly be 
ready for launching; a twin screw iron turret ship, 
armor-plated, of 11,165 tons and engines of 8,000 
horse-power, to carry four 38-ton guns, building at 
Portsmouth, and to be named the Jnflerible; a screw 
armor-plated ship to carry nine guns of 3,095 tons, and 
engines of 3,500 indicated horse-power, under construc- 
tion at Pembroke, to be named the Shannon, the arma- 
ment of which will consist of two 18-ton and seven 
12-ton muzzle-loading rifled guns; a double screw iron 
armor-plated ship for twelve guns, of 9,400 tons and 
8,000 horse-power engines, building at Chatham, to be 
named the Superb, the armament of which will com- 
prise two 25-ton and ten 18-ton muzzle-loading rifled 
guns; and the Zemeraire, an eight-gun, screw, iron 
armor-plated ship of 8,415 tons and 7,000 horse-power 





engines, also under construction at Chatham Dock- 


pay at that time designated by law for officers, on the |g 


yard, and to be armed with four 25-ton and four 18-ton 
muzzle-loading rifled guns. The time of completion 
of the Injlexible, Superb, and Temeraire is indefinite, 
but it is expected that the Shannon will be ready for 
launching about the end of the present year e 
other vessels in course of construction include an iron 
steam troop ship of 2,027 tons, and engines of 1,300 
horse-power, to carry two guns, named the : 7 
and built and launched by Messrs. Green, of Black- 
wall, which vessel is expected to be completed by April 
next; three iron screw corvettes, cased with w 
each intended to carry 16 guns, of 8,982 (2,769) tons, 
and 5,250 (700) horse-power engine, two of which are 
building at Portsmouth, to be named the 

and the Boadicea, and the third to be named the 
Huryalus, under construction at Chatham; six 14-gun 
screw composite corvettes of 1,864 tons, and each to 
have engines of 2,100 (850) horse-power, to be chris 
tened the Emerald, Garnet, Magicienne, Ruby, Tourma- 
line, and Zurquoise, which are now being built, the 
Hime ald at Pembroke, the Garnet at Chatham, the 
Ruby and Turquoise at Hull, ay oer Shipbuildin 
Company, the Magicienne by Messrs. Doxford an 
Sons, of Sunderland, and the Zowrmaline at Middies- 
borough, by Messrs. Dixon; three 4-gun screw com- 
posite gun vessels of 420 tons, and 360 horse-power 
engines each, to be named the Mallard, Moorhen, and 
Sheldrake, the former building by Earle’s Shipbuilding 
Company at Hull, and the other two by Messrs. Napier 
and Sons, of Glasgow; two paddle tugs, one of 491 
tons, to be named the Malta, building at Birkenhead, 
by Messrs. Laird, for service at Malta; the other of 
475 tons, to be called the Perseverance, building at 
Devonport. Both vessels are to have engines of 860 
indicated horse-power. There are also under construc- 
tion five double-screw iron gun-boats, to carry one gun 
each, of 245 (254) tons, and 168 (28) horse-power 
engines, to be named the Gadfly, Griper, Pike, Pincher, 
and TZickler, all commenced building at Pembroke, 
with the exception of the Pike, which is being built at 
Portsmouth. The building of these gun-boats has 
been quite suspended for upwards of two years, 








Tue following table of losses in the late war be-’ 
tween France and Germany is taken from Dr. 
Chenu’s book, on the relative losses of the two 
armies, and is worth preservation: 







































French. German 
Date. Killed and Wounded 
Soldiers. | Soldiers. 
1870. 
2. August.|\Saarbrucken.... . ......-.. 80 84 
4. - Weissenburg............-+. 2092 1528 
6. me be er ee 17000 10527 
6. - WMMOREROR «6s ccceescedonees 4078 4866 
14. “ WOOT, wescass csddvovacsunad 3608 4993 
16. « GERVONOES 4. 00.060 0ccceeedee 16959 14820 
18. * Bt, PRIVEE... sccccvccesaons 12275 20587 
30. ” DCOMMORE 20.05. ssocserena 4800 3522 
4. Sept, Noissevillle....... .......- 3542 2890 
‘ 7 eT earn 14000 9860 
9. tie Chatillon .. 469 507 
4 oy pe tee Ree l'Hay 1988 404 
7. October.|Ladonchamps. 1257 1588 
10. <! Artenay ........ ? 233 
11. » Orleans é — ? 863 
13. : BAGROUE... s000000cccc0esees 116 884 
18. - Chateaudun...........--+++ 290 111 
21. "5 La Fouchere........ ..+.«+ 443 473 
22. 63 Lert a 195 131 
- “ f OOIEC << 0ccccccccccese F ? 508 
30. - RO a5.ds kina. votinenabannnd 563 268 
9. Nov. |Coulmiers...... .. 923 1223 
19. ” Chatillon .......... 89 155 
24. 4, LAGON., «2 20+-c0000 223 255 
27. ” Villers-Bretonneux. 2152 1234 
28. * Beaune la Rolande 1366 873 
30. ‘ Villiers, .......00. 2083 a1 
30. i St. Lowp........+- 408 419 
1. Dec. [Villepion......-.e..-+se0-s 1072 919 
2. * Champigny.........-++++09+ 6030 8554 
2. - |LOIZDY..-2+e+-eereeeeeeeres 4119 
3. 7" ArteMAy.....cccccoccccesees 709 
4, HOMEMEB Siok ccs seopSis besse 1003 
a or Meung ......--eeessereeeess 877 
8. * |Beaugency......--+-+++++++ 2450 
9. ne Beangency..... .-. 581 
10. - |Beaugency...... 374 
18. 2% |Nuits dnwpsvia ge 944 
21. ‘ Bourget... ... 583 
23, ‘ |Pont-Noyelles. 864 
27. a Vendome..... 142 
81. - VeREOERO 2 occcccccccccccecs 166 
1871. 
2. Jan. |Bapaume....... o.--+.-e+++ 100 108 
3. “ Bapaume .......-+ s+++-++- 1612 162 
6. “ Nogent ......----seeeceeeee 237 164 
6. 2 Vendome .......+0--e-e0e+s 627 540 
¢. “ Vendome.........scecess A 186 59 
9. 4 WillereeKel ....0.00 cocccse 627 424 
9. ° Connere.......-- 878 338 
10. 63 Change ....- 1370 . 585 
ti. 9g Le Mans .. 2200 1302 
12. « Le Mans.. 550 338 
18. 0 Arcey. ... 200 258 
14. “ Hericourt. 1400 1542 
9. - Buzenval ......cee-+- eeecee 2400 136 
m= * St. Quentin ......e-eeeeeee} 4000 2588 
! 426,942 | 112.2 














Tue Argentine Republic turret ship Hl Plata, 
recently experienced heavy weather in the Irish Sea. 
It appears that after leaving Liverpool, this vessel, 
which measures 1,800 tons, is 180 feet long, and 45 
feet beam, anchored at Holyhead for safety. On 
Thursday, the 7th of January, she left, and on the 
following day the wind gradually increased until it 
blew a gale, and on the Saturday the wind coutinued 
blowing with great violence, and a heavy head sea 
caused great danger and damage to the shipping on 
all sides. The Zi Plata behaved with the greatest 





buoyancy, and gave every confidence to those on 
board. The steering gear, however, became defec- 
tive, and Captain Royce, considering the weather 
and his position, decided to put into Milford Haven 
The engines are reported to have worked satisfac- 
torily, and the confidence of the crew in the safety of 





the vessel has been entirely established. - 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 


FOR THE YEAR 1874, 
of averecmenty wil bo be issued shortly. A limited number 


rt at the rate of 
Beationss” Adv pA AL. Lar be rece 


ial rates for ] 
ved until the ist of 
~~ i of the Annual Report of the Association for 1873 or of 
the one now in + Da for 1874, will be scent on receipt of twenty- 
five cents to cover postage, etc. The Report for 1874 will con- 
tain a full cepert of the International Match AA the Irish 
and American teams, with a full record of the scores made at 
that match and the other matches upon the aa at Creed- 
moor during the year—with diagrams of the targets 
Addiess H. A. GILDERSLEEVE, 
National Rifle Association, 


98 Nassau St., New York. 


LAFLIN- & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Row, New York. 


rietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
UN POWDER. Reeommended and used by Captain 
Hi. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


-Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in cuaiel ¢ bow a canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
owners of fine Ls loading guns, giving 

great poe with very slight recoil 


Orange Ducking Peweek 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in meta] kegs of 6% Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Hifle Powder. 


This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for both Rifles and Shot Guns. Sizes FFG 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 124 and 64 
Ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 


Military Powder. 





Sole 
wane © 


The sae Powder made m this Company is agtenuey 
used -— y a prgved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
pam ay wed LA the Russian Government for their cartridges 


ae ee CAN NON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standatd:’ Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 lbs. or i mm Mining and Ship- 





anak, of all grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 
8. 
t care is taken in packing and casing Powder for cape. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 

Ww 0. LINTHICUM, 174 Firrn Avenues, N. Y. 
° MERCHANT ae & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 
From the Army Sime aval of Sm. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm ton pow: 8 business or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but > the chief element of success, and it 
ba has given Mr. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 

ork, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 

of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 

s no college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 

inthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 

residency, or the = ae for he is not only a good 
or himself, but is the cause of tailoring in others, bein; 
the author of ++ ef systems for cuttin ng ps ublished in boo! 

form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the —_— of a t variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 

t a moderate price. — lied with these officers at a dis- 

from New York can e@ sure, wherever they ar t.. 

ha their clothes made according to the most approved 


York cut. 
| ey ete hag @ Paris Le Jury International 
decerne une mention honoradle a yf yg Lg York Etats 
) Aqviontiare o etuetrse. A Class SS. ee, 
ler Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller pla 
F. le y, Le Ministre nt, La Conall Bt, Comissatre Genera 
de Fowade." 





Ww". CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 


NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of postnces promptly attended to for moderate 


enarges.—P. O. Bo: 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 





[4PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire lish and French Course 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
a yh and D Doctor's Fees, per annum........ m 
oy ‘more averabbe te terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterss.multaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for a, BEFRHENGES BY or emy. 





Washi " 
Admiral 1 David D. ig. Porter, pas , iy Wachlagton DOs Majer: 
Sykes, Us pte fier General IL N. fae U.S. army, 
eb. ; edier-General LP. “Romy Men Ada 
Wasb ugtos, %. C.: General 8. D. Y hoturpes, dmirai 


Army. 


CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY (WHITE REGT.) SERVING AT 
one of the age pa ny td, in the Army, di to trans- 








fer to a white regt. of ca dress Mark Antony, 721 Market 
St., San Francisco, Cal. 

D LIEUTENANT OF A CAVALRY REGIMENT 

transfer to the Artillery. Address 
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Tue Eastern Budget learns from Constantinople 
that more Krupp guns are to be manufactured for 
the Turkish government. It is said that 500 of these 
guns have been ordered at a cost of upwards of a 
million sterling. The largest, which is fourteen 
inches in diameter, and cost $25,000, has been pre- 
sented by Herr Krup - the Sultan, and the latter 
has in return con him the Order of the 
Medjidie of the Second lass, This and the other 
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upper carriage, consisting of two check-pieces con- 
nected by its transoms, has attached the box-clamp 
and friction plates of the recoil-check. The only 
changes in its construction are the ones necessitated 
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OUR RIFLED ORDNANCE. 


HE late recommendations of the President’s 
message on the subject of rifled ordnance have 
awakened a great deal of interest among all thinking 
people as to our coast defences. Despite the clamor 
of the penny-wise-pound-foolish economists, it is 
noticeable tbat the people at large are waking up to 
the fact that our harbors are practically almost de- 
fenceless against rifled ordnance, fired from the ports 
of most foreign iron-clads. In these matters the 
sagacious Nasr follows the drift of public opinion, 
in alate cartoon in Harper's Week/y on this very 
subject. One side represents Columbia crouching. in 
terror by a defenceless battlement, with a “ quaker” 
gun beside her, while she hugs the dove of peace to 
her bosom, for fear it might escape her; the other 
side represents her calm and proud, with doves 
flocking to her from all quarters, protected by the 
muzzle of a large gun. Reserving for another time 
any thorough discussion of the subject of coast de- 
fence, we now simply summarize the Ordnance solu- 
tion of the problem of how to convert our smooth- 
bores into rifles at the least cost and in the best 
manner, taking our facts from Ordnance Notes No. 
33. This pamphlet embodies the report of the 
“ Board on Experimental Guns,” consisting of Colo- 
nel Crispin, Majors TREADWELL and BayY.or, and 
Captain McKxze of the Ordnance Department, lately 
ordered by the Secretary at War, as to the trial of 
the 8-inch converted rifle, made from the 10-inch 
smooth-bore, socommon on our sea coast forts. 
The gun is essentially composed of two parts, the 
original 10-inch smooth-bore, bored up to an interior 
diameter of 13.5 inches, and a lining tube of coiled 
wrought-iron, (welded,) the breech of this to a 
distance of 32.5 inches being a double tube—the 
outer one shrunk on to the inner—the former, how- 
ever, having the same exterior diameter as the inner 
tube at the muzzleend. A screw-collar prevents the 
tube from being thrust forward at the muzzle by the 
compression of its metal by repeated firings. The 
bottom of the tube is closed by a wrought-iron base 
or cup.: The dimensions of the finished bore of the 
cast-iron body and the exterior dimensions of the 
inserted wrought-iron tube are such that play be- 
tween the cast-iron body and the tube does not ex- 
ceed 0.0105 inches for a length of 32 inches at the 
breech end, and 0.009 inches for the remainder of its 
length. The tube was adjusted to the cast-iron body 
8.| with great care, especially to insure its breech end 
being closely in contact with the cast-iron. After its 
insertion it was secured at the muzzle by the screw- 
collar above mentioned. The venting is the ordinary 
copper bushing, the old vent being closed by a 
wrought-iron screw-plug. A screw-plug is inserted 
to prevent the tube from turning. The rifling con- 
sists of fifteen grooves and lands (equal) with an 
uniform twist of one turn in 40 feet. The weight of 
the yun and tube complete is 16,160 pounds. The 
gun is mounted on the ordiuary wrought-iron 
carriage for the service of our 10-inch smooth- 
bore cannon in casemate. It consists of the 
upper carriage and chassis, the total weight being 
about 6,000 pounds, The axis of the gun is 7 feet 


by the modes adopted for checking recoil and for 
elevating and depressing the gun. The recoil is 
checked by friction. For elevating and depressing, 
two circular-toothed arcs, having their centres at the 
axis of the trunnions, (one on each side,) are attached 
to the gun. A wrought-iron axle passing through 
the cheek-plates has at one end a hand wheel. By 
simple multiplied gearing, power is transmitted to 
the toothed segments. This arrangement admits of 
30 deg. of elevation and 14 deg. of depression. The 
means for loading and running the gun and carriage 
in and out of battery, and traversing remain un- 
changed from the original systems ot 10-inch smooth- 
bore carriages. The ordinary service pintle and 
strengthened pintle transom (2-inch thick) were used 
in the experiments. The carriage complete weighs 
about 6,000 pounds; the upper. carriage weighs 
2,500 pounds and the chassis 3,500 pounds. The 
experiments at Fort Monroe during the winter of 
1872 and spring of 1873, with what is known as 
hexagonal-grained powder, manufactured by Messrs. 
E. I. DuPont and Go., Wilmington, Delaware, de- 
monstrated the superiority of this powder for heavy 
ordnance, giving low maximum pressures and satis- 
factory velocities, with great uniformity in its action. 
One of the samples tested, designated by the manu- 
facturers as E. V., was selected as the standard for 
guns of 8-inch and 9-inch calibres. The uniformity 
in size of grain and their particular polyhedral shape 
insures great uniformity in the position ané size of 
the numerous interstices in the make-up of the 
charges, and thus insures, with an uniformity of den- 
sity in grain, a high degree of uniformity in pres- 
sures and velocities for given charges of powder and 
weights of projectiles. The powder used in the ex- 
periments was composed of the United States stan- 
dard proportions for its different ingredients, and 
had a specific gravity of 1.7511. Fourteen charges 
with 100 pounds of E. V. hexagonal-grained powder 
and 450-pound shot in the 15-inch gun gave a mean 
maximum pressure of 18,964 pounds and a mean 
initial velocity of 1,594 feet. Three charges using 
120 pouads E. V. hexagonal-grained powder and 

450-pound shot gave a mean maximum pressure of 
22,000 pounds and a mean initial velocity of 1,696 

feet. One 450-pound shot with 125 pounds charge 
gave amaximum pressure and velocity, the former 
22,000 poands and the latter 1,735 feet. Seven 

rounds from an 8-inch wrought-iron rifle with 35- 

pound charge and an average weight of projectile of 

168 2-3 pounds gave a mean maximum pressure of 

29,714 pounds and a mean initial velocity of 1,470 

feet. The cartridge bags were made allowing a wind- 

age of .85 inches, the material used being woolen 

serge. The friction primers were made at Frankford 

Arsenal and proved of excellent quality. The pro- 

jectiles used in the experiments were elongated cast- 

iron cored-shot, with soft metal bases, to take the 

grooves and insure rotation. 


Trials were first made with charges of powder 
varying from twenty to thirty pounds and with pro- 
jectiles varying from one hundred fifty-seven to one 
hundred seventy-three pounds, to note resulting 
pressures and velocities and the effects on the gun 
and were preliminary to the use of thirty-tive-pound 
charges, the weight selected for the test of the gun 
for endurance. Satisfactory results having been 
attained. experiments were th-n commenced for test- 
ing the endurance of the gun, using thirty-five-pound 
charges. Four hundred and ninety-eight rounds 
were fired with this charge and six rounds with a 
charge of thirty pounds, completing a record of five 
hundred and four rounds. Five hundred and thir- 
teep rounds in al] have been fired from the gun. 
The velocities were taken with the Le BouLenct 
chronograph. The Ropman pressure-plug, placed in 
the cartridge bag, was used for ascertaining the 
maximum pressures. The calculated energy of a 
mean weight of projectile 173.7 pounds with thirty- 
five-pound charge shows a power about equal to the 
wrought-iron 8-inch English service rifle, and, as it 
was believed that the length of the bore would 
enable us to advantageously burn but litle, if any, 
more powder, a charge of thirty-five pounds was 
fixed as @ maximum in the tests, The mean maxi- 
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mum pressure with battering charges was 31,282 
pounds. The necessary repairs of proof-butt, the 
delays in the procurement of projectiles, etc., and the 
limited and imperfect charecter of our facilities at 
command are causes which prevented an earlier com- 
pletion of these experiments than December 22, 1874. 
The gun was as a rule washed out, star-gauged and 
otherwise examined at the end of each day’s firing. 
Before concluding the series of five hundred and 
thirteen rounds it. was desired to make some experi- 
ments to test the accuracy of the systems of rifling 
and projectiles ; accordingly a board target 20x40 ft. 
was erected exactly one mile (1,760 yards) from the 
gun, and commencing with the four hundred and 
sixty-sixth round on December 22, 1874, thirteen 
consecutive shots, using thirty-five-pouad charges, 
were placed in the target, thus concluding the record 
of that day’s firing. The mean horizontal deviation 
from centre of impact was 1.8 yards; the mean verti- 
cal deviation was 0.66 yards; the total mean devia- 
tion was 1.91 yards. Considering the appliances 
used for laying, training, sighting and pointing the 
gun and other circumstances attending the trial, this 
record was considered highly satisfactory. The 
remarkably small horizontal deviations afforded indis- 
putable evidence of the serviceable condition and 
good character of the rifling and of the satis- 
factory action and accuracy of the projectiles. 
After the first five rounds the star-gauging indicated 
no sensible enlargement of the bore, showing that 
the play allowed in the construction between the 
tube and the cast-iron body had not yet been oblit- 
erated and that the tube was not yet set out firmly 
against the cast-iron walls; seven additional rounds, 
using battering charges, firmly set the tube in its 
position, The enlargements by subsequent firings 
are given in the table, and it will be seen that after 
five hundred and thirteen rounds the maximum in- 
crease of bore was 0.0400 inches and at 22 inches 
from the bottom. By deducting the play of the 
tube at that point we bave only an actual maximum 
enlargement, due to the total five hundred and thir- 
teen rounds, of 0.0295 inches. These results were espe- 
pecially satisfactory, es an official report of European 
experiments with a converted system (8-inch rifle) 
gave, in a case brought to the notice of the Board, 
a maximum enlargement after only one hundred and 
sixty odd rounds (with one hundred and fifty pound 
projectile and thirty pounds of powder) of 0.0600 
inches. Impressions of the bore taken with gutta- 
percba show but little erosion from the gases, and 
this and a slight general roughness at the seat of the 
shot are the extent of the damage done to the sur- 
face of the bore in the entire experiments and tests. 
The table of comparison between the 8-inch con- 
verted and the English eight-inch nine-ton gun shows 
that we can calculate on a power from the former 
equal to that of the latter. The calculations are not 
carried beyond eighteen hundred yards, as at our 
more important harbor defences a greater range than 
this would not generally be required for their case- 
mated guns, which would probably be used in case 
of attack as powerful auxiliaries to the ‘arger cali- 
bres of 1C-inch and 12-inch rifles. The calculated 
power against armor plates (unbacked) is at the 
muzzle a penetration of 8.66 inches; at six hundred 
yards, 7.87 inches; at one thousand yards, 7.42 
inches, and at eighteen hundred yards,:6.75. The 
Board believe that in some of our harbors, where the 
draught of water is comparatively light, guns of 
this power would have sufficient energy to afford by 
themselves an efficient armament. They here 
state that the nationalities of Europe . embrace in 
their calibres for heavy ordnance as low as 7 inches. 
The record showed that an increase of power from two 
to threefold over the original smooth-bore 10 inch 
gun, at ranges varying from one thousand to three 
thousand yards, is gained by the conversion. The 
present armament for our seacoast includes for our 
casement defences twelve hundred and ninety-four 
10-inch Rodman smooth-bore guns distributed in our 
harbors, as follows: At Portland, Me.; Boston and 
New Bedford, Mass.; Newport, R. I.; New York, 
Fort Delaware; Hampton Roads, Va.; Charles- 
ton and Savannah harbors, the forts of the Gulf and 
the harbor of San Francisco. “These guns,” say the 
Board, are worthless for purposesof defence against 
armor-plated vessels of modern construction, and the 
casemates provided for their emplacement (which 
have cost millions of money) are now useless, and 


demand for their utilization either a re-armament of 
new guns or that the old omes shall be converted 
into rifles of efficient power, to render the casemate 
batteries powerful and efficient auxiliaries to our 
heavier calibres in barbette; all to provide effective 
harbor defences. Proof that effective and durab'e 
guns can be provided by conversion having been 


fording an undoubted economy, it is recommended 
that the Department ask for liberal appropriations 
be made to initiate the work of providing converted 
rifles for already existing permanent casemated 
works now useless, as above stated, for the want of 
efficient armaments; yet for which appropriations 
are annually being made. The strong assurances af- 
forded by our experiments, that additional experi- 
mental guns of the heaviest calibre now fabricated 
by civilized nations, eonstructed on the principle of 
combining cast-iron with wrought-iron or steel lin- 
ing tubes, and after judicious and well-matured 
plans, approved by the Department, .wil', when 
tested, give successful results and prove that an ef- 
fective, durable and economical rifle armament can 
be secured, leads the Board to submit the additional 
recommendation that Congress be asked to appro- 
priate an adequate sum for further experiments and 
tests, and especially for the manufacture, trial and 
tests of one 10-inch and one 12-inch experimental 
rifle, to be constructed in accordance with the gene- 
ral plan above suggested. ” 








THE announcement of the sudden death of Com- 
mander WELD N. ALLEN, U. 8. N., will be received 
with profound regret by a numerous circle of friends 
both in and out of the Service. He was found dead 
in his bed on the morning of Sunday, February 7th, 
at the Falmouth House, in the city of Portland, Me., 
where he was stationed on Light House duty. Com- 
mander ALLEN was a native of the State of Maine, 
where he was born March 27th, 1837. His entry 
into the naval service was through his appointment 
as a cadet May 24th, 1852, and his first sea duty was 
aboard the Cyane, Home Squadron, 1857-8, and 
from that time until the outbreak of the war he was 
on duty in the brig Perry, on the Brazil Station, and 
at the Navy-yard, Washington. During the war he 
was attached to the Kanawha and to the New London, 
Western Gulf Blockading Squadron. In 1864 he 
was transferred to the Zuscarora, South Atlantic 
Squadron, and participated, in December of the fol- 
lowing year, 1865,in two attacks on Fort Fisher, 
and in the final assault on Fort Fisher January 15th, 
1865, in which latter engagement he was wounded 
in the left arm. Since the war he has served on the 
Ticonderoga, European Station, 1866-’8; the receiy- 
ing ship Boston, 1869; in command of the Swatara, 
North Atlantic Station, 1870-2; on Ordnance duty, 
New York Navy-yard, 1872-"4, and as Light House 
Inspector, 1874—’5. In the sudden death of Com- 
mander ALLEN passes away in the prime of life a 
most capable and energetic officer, for whom his 
friends might reasonably have anticipated a much 
longer career of honorable service. 








Tue death of Major Wm11am Hays, Fifth U.S 
Artillery (Brevet Brigadier-General U. 8. A.), adds 
another to the long list of prominent actors in the 
War of the Rebellion who have passed away since 
the close of the great conflict. This list grows so 
rapidly and steadily that our thoughts forecast the 
day, not so very far distant, when all of these con- 
spicuous soldiers will be known to the public only 
as they are described in the pages of history. Al- 
ready a full decade has passed since the surrender of 
Appomattox, and, easily forgetful of the trials and 
personages of the conflict, the country is occupied 
with discussions and wrangles over the political 
questions which have survived the arbitrament of 
war, where we. hoped they were finally settled, to 
vex the debates of Congress, embitter the columns of 
the newspapers, and divide the people at the polls. 
The blood that was shed in the four bitter years 
from 61 to ’65 was surely not in vain, butit did not 
serve to wipe out the occasions of social, and race and 
sectional differences which will long survive the ac- 
tors in the great war to harrass and possibly to 
again embroil the country. 

General Hays, who died at Fort Independence, in 
Boston harbor, on the 7th inst., of organic disease of 
the heart, was a native of Virginia, but was appointed 
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to the Academy (1836) from Tennessee, whither he re- 
moved in boyhood, by General Jackson. His class 
was a distinguished one, including amung its mem 
bers Generals SHERMAN, THomas and Lyon, and Con- 
federate Generals EwELL and BusHRop JOHNSON. 
He entered the Second Artillery and, attached to 
“ Duncan’s Light Battery,” served during the Mexi- 


given by our recent experiments and conversion, af- | can War, taking: part in the leading engagements, 


and being wounded at Molino del Rey. It was 
Captain Hays who fired the salute when, on the 
declaration of peace, the American colors were 
hauled down from the national palace in the city of 
Mexico. Early in the War of the Rebellion, having 
*been assigned to the headquarters of General Mc- 
CLELLAN, he was given command of a brigade of 
horse artillery, and took part in the engagements of 
the Peninsula campaign. He was also at Antietam 
and Fredericksburg, commanding on the former 
field the reserve Artillery. After Fredericksburg he 
was made Brigadier-General of Volunteers, and as- 
signed to the command‘of a brigade in the Second 
Corps. At the battle of Chancellorsviile, General 
Hays was taken prisoner, but was soon gxchanged 
and given command of a division in the same corps, 
with which he took part in the bettle of Gettysburg. 
During the draft riots at New York, in 1863, he did 
efficient service in restoring order, having been as- 
signed to duty in the city as Acting Assistant Pro- 
vost Marshal General. His present commission as 
Major in the Fifth Artillery he received in August, 
1863. ’ 

The funeral of the deceased officer took place from 
St. Paul’s (M. E.) Church, New York, on Friday, the 
12th. 


In another part of our columns to-day will be 
found the first full account published in America of 
one of the most valuable military instruments of 
modern times, the “ Telemeter.” It is an invention 
of the same Belgian officer who gave us the best 
practical chronograph of tie Service, and is still 
more generally useful. Captain Le BouLENGs, in 
the new telcmeter, has taken advantage of the well 
known velocity of sound, and by a simple process, 
has escaped all the difficulties of the usual triangula- 
tion that has been hitherto relied on to find the dis- 
tance of an enemy. Like most modern -scientific 
improvements, it is literally a micrometer. The 
principle has been roughly applied for many years 
in estimating distances by the period between the 
flash of a gun and its report, between tbe flash of the 
lightning and the peal of the thunder. The excel- 
lence of the telemeter is found in the exactitude of its 
measurements, which have been reduced to a mini- 
mum of a few feet of error. Could it be always in 
the hands of a trained observer this error would pro- 
bably disappear entirely. As it is, it is sufficiently 
correct in the hands of most officers, after a little 
practice, to give the exact range of an enemy the 
moment the flash and report of his pieces are seen 
and heard. Our Ordnance Department, in intro- 
ducing the telemeter, has done the Army an excel- 
lent piece of service,. and its use in the field will 
probably increase the efficacy of Intantry fire in a 
heavy proportion. 














CoLONEL THEODORE YATEs, U. 8. A., writes as 
follows correcting a statement concerning the manner 
in which General Nathanial Lyon met his death: ‘‘ I was 
a captain in the First. Missouri Volunteers; was the 
first engaged at Wilson’s Creek, and with the last to 
leave the field. My commanding officer being wounded, 
lad turned over command of the regiment to me as 
next in rank, giving me some directions, and I had 
turned to go lo my post, when { met General Lyon 
going to the rear, dismounted, and limping from the 
effects of a wound in the leg, and with blood stream- 
ing down the side of his face from another wound in 
the head. I observed at the same time a dense mass 
of the enemy approaching our front from the direction 
of their camp. . . . In the mean time General Lyon 
had been remounted, and hurried up to the right of the 
First Iowa, had there fallen, shot through the body, 
and was placed on the ground in the rear of my regi- 
ment, his person being covered with a cloak or coat 
thrown over him. His death was then known to but 
few, and I gave directions to keep the fact from the 
-knowledge of our men. 


Tue Augusta Constitutionalist says, in a paragraph 
about Confederate Admiral Semmes, ‘‘We fears that 
the officers of the roel army and navy of Great Bri- 
tain presented him, since the war, with a magnificent 
sword, which cost ten thousand dollars, in token of 
his gallantry and heroism.” 


Lorp Napier of Magdala, commander-in-chief of 


the armies in India, has requested to retain that 
post for another year, and it is understood that he- has 

















consented to do 60., 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
eelf responsible for individual expressions of opinion in commu 
nications publist ed under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
rrseat freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
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WANTED—AN ADVOCATE. 
Wo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 

Sm: In the days of my adSescence I was one of 
those whom the critics have since arbitrarily decided 
to be fools, and now contemplating the small store of 
wisdom I have to draw upon, I am reluctantly per- 
suaded to admit that the critics were correct. I confess 
my sin bere. I admired Tupper! Especially did I 
admire some things which he wrote about the truth 
and the right being often overcome by untruth and 
wrong, simply because the gifts of writing and spéak- 
ing all lay with the advocates of the latter, while those 
who were pregnant with the former were forced to 
dumbly and painfully submit. It is true that a real 
poet hus said that 

“Truth crushed to earth, etc.’’ 

(The quotation is familiar.) But he does not inform 
us how long after it will ‘‘ rise again,” nor bow long it 
will take error to ‘‘ die amid its worshippers.” There 
is an allusion in the stanza to ‘‘ immortal years,” I 
believe, but I have got things all mixed up. Alas! it 
too often happens tbat both the adherents of truth and 
the worshippers of error ‘‘ pass in their checks” before 
the metamorphosis mentioned by the poet can be 
effected. 

These thoughts have been freshly suggested by the 
perusal of the article which ‘‘ Thirty-eight” has con- 
tributed to your columns, on the slowness of promo- 
tion in the Tine and the eutire absence of any recom- 
pense for it. The facts need only to be stated to 
make his complaint well founded, and an able advo- 
cate is all that is required to bring about at least a 
partial remedy. Who, and where is that philanthropic 
man? Here is a case made out for him, and a small 
but respectable body ‘of clients are ready to “rise” 
with the “crushed truth” and bless him. Where is 
the friend of the Line officers of the Army, whose 
tongue has been touched with fire, and whose words 
will prevail with the powers that be? The staff luxu- 
riate at the National Capital, and have the immediate 
ear of the personal friends they can make among 
legislators. The surgeons go to work and find zealous 
friends in every medical association throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. But the Line, where is 
their influence, and where is their advocate? 

** Echo answers where.”—not Tupper. When there 
was fighting to do, friends to the Line were not want- 
ing, and the air was thick with promi<es; but since 
peace has come, every promise has been forgotten, and 
everything which has been done to the Army has been 
an injury to the Line officers composing it—if not also 
an injury to the country at large. When the war was 
in progress, the whole spirit of every utterance of .the 
law makers was that if the country came out of that 
struggle whole, care would be taken in future to honor 
the military profession, and thus prevent another war 
catching the nation unprepared; the Army was to be 
kept up to respectable numbers, and the Service was to 
be made desirable. In July, 1866, one year after the 
war was entirely over, in seeming fultilment of the 
policy and promises learned and made during the war, 
Congress fixed the military peace establishment at 
75, men, (an Army not too large for our large 
country even if there was no employment for it but to 
keep itself in a state of thorough discipline and in- 
struction). And in the organization made under this 
act, an effort was made to reward deserving Union 
soldiers, by giving them positions whicb, though 
generally less elevated than those recently held in the 
‘war, were accepted with the tacit understanding that 
they were to be lifelong and to be bettered as the 
casualties of the Service made opportunity. Twist it 
_ as you will, the Government thus pledged its faith, and 
such pledges can only be broken by might and not by 
right. This may seem an extreme view of the matter. 
It is not; it is the only correct view of the whole busi- 
tiess, and if the people at large, instead of a mere 
handful of the population, had been treated in such 
bad faith as the Army has been by subsequent legisla- 
tion, it would have created a political revolution, for 
in this country the en have the power of doing 
themselves justice, and the people would do the Army 
justice if some means could be devised to inform them 
of the truth. Yes, that is all we want—an advocate, 

What has the subsequent legislation complained of 
been? Since the act of July 28, 1866, it has been 
nothing but reduction, consolidation, and muster out. 
Of course it will do no good to argue that it was false 
economy to reduce the a: but it may do some good 
to say that gross injustice has been done to a class of 
the nation’s and the people’s servants, whom of all 
others ought to have been treated with justice and con- 
sideration. It is vo little thing to a man to have his 
lifelong profession depreciated or taken from him. It 
is a positive hardship, and no country can hurrah for 
its Army in war, and cry away with it in peace, without 
doing injury to itself as well as tothe Army. Fortu- 
nately, the patriotism of the American people is too 
strong to be weakened by such harsh usage; but a 
people who are simply patriotic are not the best 
material with which to meet a sudden emergency. 
Patriotism is a noble virtue, but without discipline and 
drill it opposes itself to a trained enemy much as a 
zealous but awkward man might oppose himself to a 
trained boxer. It would have b-en wise on the part 
of the Government, and it was due to every officer in 
the Army at the time, that the organization of July 
28, 1866, be left undisturbed. 

‘The slowness of promotion complained of by 
as a. is only one of the evils which are the 
result of the ceaseless tinkering to which the Army 


has been subjected since the war. A nation must 
have excellent soldiers; yet excellent soldiers are not 
made by saving to the Army—Learn your profession 
however well you may, at the moment’s whim it may 
be taken away from you. No soldiers are made by 
recognizing their necessity in peace as well as in war, 
and by saying to them—Fit yourselves for our need and 
we will keep you inst our need. Yet during the 
progpene of all this disheartening legislation, many a 
g officer only remained ir. the Service because it 
was his only profession. They all felt keenly the in- 
gratitude which dealt blow after blow upon their call- 
ing, for though soldiers ready and eager to do valiant 
service for their country, they were men capable of 
feeling injustice acutely. 

But we, who have been reduced in rank and set 
back halt a dozen files from the promotions we had a 
right to expect, can never recover that lost ground by 
complaining through the newspapers. What is requi- 
site is an advocate, and he will need to be a very 
peculiar man in these times; for while he must bave 
ability and influence, he must be strengthened solely 
by the hope of doing justice, and find his meagre 
reward in the gratitude which we, who are neither a 
constituency to be pandered to nor a wealthy corpora- 
tion with confidential agents in the lobby, only have 
to give. 

It is now too late to hope that the Army will be in- 
creased to the proportions it was fized at when we 
entered it, and could see our way in the natural course 
of events, to reasonable advancement in our profes- 
sion. But there are many ways in which partial jus- 
tice conld yet be done us. The staft departments will 
have to be opened at some time; let our to-be-found 
advocate insist that when this is done the original 
vacancies thus made shall be filled entirely by promo- 
tion from the Line. Let it be established as a rule 
that all new appointments shall be to the lowest grade. 
Give us all the chances there are, they are few enough 
at best, to work up in our calling. Stop this wrong, of 
restoring men to the Army who have been justly put 
out of it. We, having behaved ourselves, have a right 
to the place which have become vacant by misbehavior. 
If these men have political influence, remember we 
have none, and we need and deserve friends. Most 
of the middle-aged men in the Army who have not 
attained some rank, are those who have been appointed 
from the ranks for some merit attaching to service 
therein; let these men count their service and com- 
pensate them in this way for disappointed hopes which 
they had a right to indulge, until reduction and con- 
solidation shut the doors of promotion for years. 
And finally pass a law that if by reason of the slow- 
ness of promotion 1. man does not attain a certain 
advancement in a given time, his pay shall be increased 
a fixed per centum until he receives his promotion. 

Of course, like other men we want all that we can 
get; but, honestly, do we not need and deserve these 
things? It seems to the writer thai it would not be 
difficult to persuade him into doing such simple, such 
little acts of justice. He thinks they would give hm 
little trouble and less expense, and that he could 
back without fear to his constituency and tell what he 
had done and why he had done so. 

The writer of this is a lieutenant of greater age than 
“*Thirty-eight”—how old, prudence tells him not to 
reveal, lest he, like a friend of his, should be mustered 
out, because, forsooth, that friend was too old, (having 
been ten years in the Army and all through the war), 
to bea LIEUTENANT. 


“ ACTIVE SERVICE” AND THE OFFICERS OF 
THE RETIRED LIST. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 

Srr: One would suppose, from recent indications in 
your columns, that for an officer to have served faith- 
fully in the line of duty, up to the period of getting 
shot, and being 1eiired in consequence, was necessarily 
to incur the{ uostility of each and every of his com- 
peers of the Service, from rizht to left. And in 
especial would this notion seem to crop forth in the 
communication of ‘‘ Active Service,” printed in your 
issue of the 23d inst. It appears to have remained, 
too, to this contributor to our military literature, to 
announce the somewhat startling discovery, that Con- 
gress has but to pass the law to put upon duty officers 
retired for wounds, and forthwith these most artful 
and designing ingrates will proceed to lay by the heels 
generals, both of department and division, and super- 
sede thea out of hand! And all this upon the pretext 
of a figure in the register, showing mere seniority. of 
commission! Well, indeed, might a contingency of 
this sort go to disturb the digestion of the generals 
aforesaid;, if, haply, they chanced not to wake up 
some fine morning, to find themselves mustered out, 
as supernumerary to the service. 

Now, ‘‘ Active Service” knows, as well as he knows 
the sum total of his commutations, that, practically 
speaking, the catastrophe pointed out by Lim, is about 
on a par with that of poor little old “ issenp-genne,” 
of nursery fame, who, having been smitten on her 
silly sconce with the dropping of a pea, set forth at 
once to tell the king the ‘* skies were falling.” Is it 
not reasonably apparent, that from physical infirmity 
alone, as induced in most instances by wounds, {or the 
Jopping of limbs, scarcely a brace of officers upon the 
whole list, could be found to assume voluntarily the 
cares and responsibilities of commands the tenth part 
as extended as those in question. ‘To sit upon courts- 
martial, or boards of whatever sort, or even to take 
lonely ‘charge of some temporarily abandoned post, 
were well enough, and of a species of duty suited to 
the partially disabled. Departments und divisioas are 
contingencies of another cast. 

But granting to ‘‘ Active Service” the whole of his 
argument, and admitting the am'ition of officers re- 
tired for wounds to mount even to the highest com- 











mands and responsibilities—what then? Assignments 
to command are regulated by properly constituted 
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heads, and the dicisions of such are bound to be 
received and regarded with respect. If, under the law 
as proposed, the President, or his second, prefer to 
assign to the command of a department or division, a 
retired and wounded officer (whether upon the ground 
of seniority alone or a better competency), who is it 
with the right, or shadow of right, to thrust in between 
the order as given, and the interests’ of the Service, 
his mere personality of grievance? Who, too, is it, 
again, with the prerogative to thwart and embarrass 
legislation—or endeavor so to do—to an extent of de- 
priving the Commander-in-chief of the Army of the 
opportunity of choosing from the retired list, should 
such better suit his views and judgment? 

As an experiment, and if dissatisfied with the pre- 
sent condition of things, why not ‘‘ Active Service’— 
true to his cognomen—go somewhere, and ‘‘ happen 
to get shot” himself—even unto retirement? That, in 
this contingency, there may open up to him those 
vistas of glory and command he finds himself so ill 
calculated to contemplate with serenity, as in the 
behalf of others. That, perhaps, in the obliteration of 
the lately existing enactment, some yet newer law may 
confer upon ‘“ Active Service” even a higher than 
the rank: borne by him, while leading those ‘‘ masses” 
to ** victory,” or otherwise! The loss of but a leg or 
so, would undoubtedly effect the obiect in view, or 
even a bullet, well put, through the lungs or groin. 
In the meantime, as well, and while in the enjoyinent 
of’a pleasant run of fever, in, say the atmosphere of 
an old-fashioned Army hospital, of the days of ’62— 
** Active Servicc” might derive benefit from another 
source of contemplation. Might, perhaps, come to 
ask himself the question, whether the desire of the 
wounded veteran to employ himself to the best of his 
ability in the professton of his youth, has in it any- 
thing presumptuous or indecent; and whether, in fact, 
a portion of the hostility and circumvention now 
employed against retired officers of all classes, might 
not be quite as worthily expended upon objects more 
vulnerable. And not the less this, that very many 
virtuous people, now well up on the registers, gained 
position solely by the retirement, willing or unwilling, 
of those of their brethren so jealously held to 
task. : 2 








PETITIONS, ETC. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sir: The following petition having been put in cir- 
culation partly through my advice, permit me to say a 
few words in regard to it—not to make an argument 
in its favor, for 1 cannot believe that it needs any, but 
to correct a misapprehension I find existing among 
officers as to their right to sign a petition which they 
approve. Some have already declined to subscribe 
this on the ground that the Secretary of War’s order 
prohibited all petitions. A reference to the order will 
show tbat we are permitted to make our desires known 
to Congress if we will take the trouble to send them 
through the ‘‘ proper channels.” I know that some 
officers are opposed to signing petitions on general 
principles ; as that opposition is almost a prejudice in 
their minds I fear I cannot combat it. Yet I would 
like to say briefly that it seems to me no class of men 
are so competent to suggest proper legislation for the 
Army as the officers’ themselves, and because a privi- 
lege may be abused should not deter its exercise if any 
good is likely to follow. 
In the haste, which the hope of getting this matter 
before the present Congress occasioned, perhaps some 
ofticers who would like to join in this effort have not 
beea furnished with a copy of this petition. As it is 
now evident that nothing can be done at this session, 
if any such officers will send me their names I will add 
them to the petition before forwarding it. 

H. Car ey, 1st Lieut. 2nd Infantry. 
“HUNTSVILLE, ALA. 
To the Honorable, the Senators and Representatives of the United 
States, in Congress assembled ; 


The undersigned, Officers of the U.S. Army, beg respectfully 
to represent that there are quite a number of officers in the 
Army, who have served in the ranks as regular or yolunteer sol- 
diers and who have been promoted for some merit attaching to 
their service as enlisted men. 

And your petitioners would further represent, that Congress, 
taking into consideration the slowness of promotion in the Army, 
has seen fit to permit the pay of Army officers to be increased at 
the rate of ten per centum for every five years service as an 
officer whether in the Regular or Volunteer Service, and to pro- 
vide that an officer may be retired after thirty years service. 
Your petitioners would therfore respectfully pray that the 
laws may be so amended, that in computing length of service, for 
all purposes, officers of the Army be allowed to count a!l the time 
they have actually served, either in the Regular or Volunteer 
Army of the United States. .And your petitioners will ever pray, 
etc., etc, 








RETIRED OFFICERS. 
Zo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: The Senate bill providing that all officers shall 
hereafter be borne vn the Retired List with the rank 
actually held by them when retired, excepts from its 
operations officers who have lost a leg, an arm, or 
both eyes. This is a manifestly unjust piece of legis- 
lation, and we are surprised that tue injustice should 
not have been pointed out by some senstor during the 
debate which preceded the passage of the bill. Will 
officers Jike Freedley, who may be dragging a useless 
leg or, like the gallant Carroll, with a useless arm and 
chest wound still grester severity, be excluded. 
Under the terms of the bill an officer totally helpless 
would not be excepted, unless it happens that he has 
received one of the injuries mentioned in the bill. 
Would not the object in view be reached with equal 
readiness, and with much mre fairness, by providing 
that the officers on the list shall be subject to a medi- 
cal examination to determine the degree of disability, 
as is done in the case of soldiers discharged on surgeons’ 
certificates of disability. Officers on the list might be 
arranged in classes, and ought to be, if the ovject is to 








make the benefits of the Retired bill in any way com- 
mensurate with the disability incurred. ba 
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BOULENGE’S MILITARY TELEMETER. 


Fic. 1.—For LyFAntRrY. 


The instrument herein described mea- 
sures the distance of the adversary by 


DETAILS OF CONSTRUCTION. 
Among the different fluids which were 





observing the interval which elapses be- 
tween the smoke or flash and the report 





tried—especially water, alcohol, 
ine, and their mixtures—disti water 

















of his piece. It is a glass tube graduated 
alcng its length into divisions which re- 
present distances (Fig. 1, 2, 3.) This 
tube, closed at both ends, is. filled with 
liquid, through which moves a metal 
index formed of two discs united by a 
central stem. The diameter of these 
discs is somewhat smaller than that of 
the tube, so that, when the latter is ver- 
tical, the index slowly descends with a 
uniform movement. The glass is pro- 
tected by a brass casing, having an aper- 
ture which discloses the scale and index. 
To use the telemeter hold it horizontally 
in the hand, the index at the origin of 
the scale, and attentively regard the 
enemy’s position. At the instant the 
smoke or flash is perceived quickly turn 
the wrist so as to bring the instrument 
into the vertical, when the index de- 


alone, with a small proportion of alcohol, 
This 











Fic. 2.—SEcTION. 





Fie. 3.—For ARTILLERY. 





fulfils the conditions desired. 
liquid chou'd be used with a silver index 
of very small size ; aluminium and plati- 
num do not offer the same advan 
with regard to density and expansibility. 
Various forms of indexes were also put 
to the test. Hemuspherical and conical 
discs worked less regeley than the 
slightly convex ones ~ To insure 
auniform movement of the index, the 
lass tube must be perfectly cylindrical 
hroughout its length, a condition which 
demands especial care in its fabrication 
and calibration. The scale is printed on 
paper and pasted on the face of the tube 
opposite the opening in the brass casing; 
it is accordingly seen ‘through the 
liquid, which forms a lens and renders 
the reading — eas by 
1] umfasting 
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hearing the a) lo 
report return ing the divi. 
it to the hori- sions and fig- 
zontal, and ures. As the 
the fades wooed of Pad 
stops. e marker - disc 
nu s ber on rests directly 
the scale cor- upon the 
responding to scale, there is 
the lower never any 
disc, which doubt con- 
serves as cerning the 

reading, for it 


marker, is the 
distance 
sought. 

An import- 
ant attribute, 
which has 
been success- 
fully given 
the instru- 
ment, is its 
power of self- 
adjustment 
for tempera- 
tate. Fe 
effect this the 
volume and 
density of the 
index and the 
density ané 
dilatability of 
the liquid are 





Fic. 4.—1st Position. 


perature in the same proportion as is the velocity of sound, con- 
sequently the readings are always correct. 

velocity 1-25000 that of sound has been adopted for the index, 
80 that a millimetre on the scale represents twenty-five metres of 
distance. Each degree of the scale represents twenty-five metres, 
and with the eye the fifth of a division can be estimated. 

A great number of trials have been made of this telemeter. 
When proved by the vibrations of a pendulum or the beats of a 
-watch it is absolutely true, while the exactness of its indications 
in measuring distances depends upon the aptness of the observer. 
The basis of an opinion on this point may be drawn from the 
following experiment, which has been frequently repeated : 

A dozen men, non-commissioned officers and privates, each 
furnish: d with a telemetér, observed the fire of a musket or gun, 
placedi successively at different known distances, and under the 
varying circumstances oflered by an actual campaign. From the 
results obtained, the following conclusions may be drawn: Any 
soldier can avail himself advantageously of the field telemeter ; 
the accidental error committed by the ordinary observer does not 
generally exceed fifty metres; with practice this is diminished to 
twenty or twenty-five metres. Every one has his own personal 
equation, and this shoukl be known to derive all possible advan- 
tage from the instrument; though it varies little among obser- 
vers, and on the average lessens the distance fifty metres, the re- 
port being noted more quickly than the flash or smoke. This 
mean equation is corrected on the instrument itself by making 
the origin of the scale correspond not to zero but to fifty metres. 
It is an advantage always to use the same telemeter in order to 
unite in the personal equation the slight error which may exist in 
the graduation. An observer is liable to commit very great errors 
in his first attempts, because, unaccustomed to the duty, he is 
surprised by the flash or smoke and does not, promptly note it. 
The error is independent of the distance, hence the personal 
equation decreases slightly with the distance. The fire of small- 
arms may be observed as exactly as that of artillery up to two 
thousand metres in favorable weather. The wind appears to 
have very little influence upon the observation; this, however, 
has not yet been fully proved. 


PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS FOR THE USE OF THE 
INSTRUMENT. 


The instrument is carried in the pocket, either open or in a 
case, or it can be slung by a cord tied to the knob of the cap. 

To use it, it is heldin the right hand, (Fig. 5), [the arm ex- 
tended without stiffness, the cap to the right, the aperture toward 
the observer,]. between the joints of the fingers rather than in 
the hollow of the hand; more tightly grasped toward the fore 
than the little finger, so that, in turning the wrist, the tube may 
be as vertical as possible. Begin by turring the wrist to the left 


(Preparing.) 


80 combined tl at the velocity of the index is influenced by tem- 7. 





Fig, 5.—2nd Position. 








Fic. 6.—3rd Position. 


to bring the index to the origin, (Fig. 4), then hold the instrument 
horizontal, (Fig. 5), the eyes fixed upon the point to be observed; 
mark the flash or smoke by turning the wrist to the right, (Fig. 6), 
by a quick but gentle movement, and the report by the opposite 
movement of the wrist, (Fig. 5), made as nearly as possible in the 
same cadence, Bring back the hand, keeping the tube horizontal, 
and open the fingers to read the indication. (Fig. 7.) Practice 
bringing the telemeter into the horizuntal and vertical without 
hesitation by a cadenced movement until it is done instinctively. 
One of the great practical beauties of the instrument is, that even 
if held slichtly inclined during the descent of the index the re- 
sulting error is very slight, generally inapprecia»le. If the 
instrument has not been in use for some time, the index should 
be made to travel up and down several times before use. Unless 
this precaution be taken, its course might be slightly retarded, a 
fact taught by experience, and probably due to the liquid losing 
its fluidity by quiescence The telemeter being intended for 
carriage in the pocket or hand, its temperature, even in cold 
weather, will not fall below about 60deg. This condition has 
been considered in its construction, and therefore it is recom- 
mended that, in cold weather, it be continually kept in the pocket 
of the trowsers or car: ied in the hand, so that the temperature of 
the liquid may not fall too much, in which case the readings ob- 
tained will be a little too small. In summer no especial precau- 
tion is necessary. 


(Waiting.); 





(The flash. 


is very dis- 
tinctly indi- 
cated. To 
facilitate the 
reading, hun- 
dreds of me- 
tres are dis- 
tinguished b 


figure, 
the divisions 
twenty - five 
and seventy- 
five by a 
dot, and the 
division fifty 





made in any 
* other unit of 
such 


yard, etc., as 
may be de- 
sired. The 
casing is of 
lacquered 
brass; 
cap is of a 
special form 
and bronzed, 
so that there 
may be no he» 
sitation as to 
the proper 
The closing of the 
glass tube to prevent the possible entrance of air required much 
{study and many experiments. The following method was 
|adopted: The tube is closed by two rubber plugs compressed in 
| the casing. A large number of instruments constructed in this 
|manner have been under observation for some months, and, 
| though frequently carried suddenly from temperatures varying 
between 140 deg. and 14 deg., yet, up to the present time, no trace 
| of air is discoverable ; they — to be ab.e-to last for years. 
Yet, as itis probable that in the course of time bubbles of air 
may get in, this contingency has been provided for in the follow- 
|ing manner : An air chamber is formed in front of the plug at the 
origin by a silver funnel-shaped disc set into the glass. Air im- 
| prisoned in this chamber can escape only with great difficulty, 
| while it may enter with ease. Should then a bubble appear in 
| the fluid it is only necessary to hold the instrument vertical and 
| to give it several slight taps during the descent of the index so 
| that the bubble may pass it, when it is cnught immovably in the 
net. Itis preferable, however, to leave a little air to facilitate 
the expansion and contraction of the liquid. Instruments made 
in this manner will stand. it is believed, at least ten years’ ser- 
vice. Owing to the air chamber, the tube may be hermetically 
sealed, but the method already described is esteemed better, as 
it makes the instrument stronger and more compact. Three mo- 
| dels have been established to meet the various wants of the Army: 


Fic. 7.—4th Position. 
(Ready to read.) 


| manner of grasping the instrument. 


) 




















TOTAL PRIcE. 
Lenern. | LT oF THE INDICATIONS. Lie: 

Without Case. | With Case. 
Inches. 

No. 1.—Infantry telemeter : to regulate musket fire. | "3.74 |Between 1,500 and 1,800 yards $2.60 $2.85 

No. 2.—Field telemeter: a pocket instrament for officers. | 4.72 |Between 2,400 and 2,700 yards 8.20 3.50 

No. 3.—Artillery telemeter: to form part of,the equipments 

of field, siege, and garrison batteriés. | 7.09 |Between 3,800 and 4,400 yards 4.00 4.30 








At present these are the only models adopted, but nothing prevents the making of them for greater distances. 








Tue account of the above instrument bas been 
transmitted to the JourRNAL through the courtesy 
of Captain O. E. Michaelis, Ordnance Depart- 
ment, U.S. A. It needs only to be examined to be 
appreciated, for the simplicity and accuracy of prin- 
ciple and result evinced in its construction. A prac- 
ticable and rapid way of obtaining the distance of 
an enemy has become one of the great desiderata of 
the age since rified fire arms have been invented and 
long range sights come into common use. Give a 
skilful rifleman a good weapon, and the distance, and 
the man will put his bullets into a mark the size of 
another man at half a mile, with as little difficulty 
as at 200 yards, This has been shown, both at Creed- 
moor and Wimbledon, the average number of bull’s 
eyes at 500, 600, and 700 yards, having exceeded the 
average at 200 yards, among skilled shots. This 
arises from the fact of any position being allowed. 
The steady rest offers advantages over the erect posi- 
tion and trembling sights produced in offhand shoot- 
ing. In war time, the same general result follows, 





from the fact of the smaller extent of the dangerous 
space in long range shooting. A man feels safer, 
keeps cooler, and fires more carefully at long range 
than he does at short, where the fire is more 
hot, rapid, and confusing. The use of the telemeter 
in the hands of every officer in a long line will lend 
to encourage coolness. It will then become an ob- 
ject to reserve your own fire and provoke that of the 
enemy at long ranges, so as to get the advantage of 
knowing his distance and concealing your own, 
Once his range is ascertained and the sights properly 
elevated, a brisk fire being opened a!l along che line 
will prevent the enemy from using his own teleme- 
ters to any useful purpose, from the confusion of 
flashes and reports becoming lost in one another. 
Thns its use would tend to improve the behavior of 
officers and men under fire, encouraging them to pa- 
tient waiting while on the advance, and to heavy and 
rapid firing only when it is most useful and neces- 
sary. 


| For Artillery, the use of the telemeter must prove 
of very great value, in the saving of expeusive pro- 
| jectiles now thrown away every time a battery comes 
| into action to “ get therange.” Atsieges the instru- 
| ment will give the attack a new advantage in open- 
‘ing first parallels and establishing batteries within 
proper range of every piece of the besieged that an- 
nounces the distance with its tell-tale flash. In rapid 
military and other sketching it must prove of great 
convenience in measuring long distances to certain 
points, by sending a man to those points to fire off a 
piece, and mark the distance. Many other uses will 
suggest themselves to any person acquainted with ap- 
plied trigonometry and mensuration, such a3 using 
the telemeter to check a rough triangulation, and 
vice versa. On these we shall not enlarge for the 
present, contentiog ourselves With presenting to 
American officers the first public-account of one of 
the most remarkable military inventions of modern 


times, ‘ 





-s 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Szventy-Finst InFANTRY.—This command, mus' for 
parade eight companies of twelve files front, drilled at the 
arsenal on the ten ss hy Tuesday, 2d inst. More than the 
usual delay was made in equalizing and forming, it being 
8:40 before the line was formed. e drill commenced by a 
march in column of fours, which was not well executed, the 
step being without cadence, and distance lost. Then fol- 
lowed a w into line, centre forward, fours left and on 
left into line, and close column on first division—all done 
fairly. In the movement on first division deploy column 
the guides did not all come on the line. Close column on 
first division right in front, and on fourth division deploy 
column were next. In the last movement, the second divi- 
sion got its left where the right should be, getting the colors 








within oue division of the _— of the line, and there were | wili 


several movements executed before this was righ’ 
Several close columns and deployments were then exe- 
cuted, followed by a march in column of fours. These were 
by too much crowding at times, and getting out of 
step. The distance too was not well kept. ‘Companies 
right wheel” was creditably done, but the subsequent on 
right into line was very faulty, only one company ‘‘ turn- 
ing,” which was right, the others all wheeling. These 
movements were, however, done very much better the 
second time. After ‘“‘ Forward guide centre,” at the com- 
pletion of which the colonel omitted to give ‘‘colors and 
guides posts,” the command was given “ Right of compa- 
_ nies to the rear into column.” The way this and the sub- 
sequent wheel into line were executed was decidedly bad. 
Some of the companies instead of fronting into line when 
forming column formed columzs of fuurs instead, the guides 
exhibiting an utter ignorance of their duty, and the form- 
ing of line being marked by gaps in some places and crowd- 
* ing in others. A repetition of these, however, was a won- 
derful improvement. ‘ Rear open order” was then given, 
and a “rest,” after which ‘‘close order” was given. The 
* majority of the line officers faced about before the command 
march. The rest of the drill was wheeling by company, and 
—_ into line, breaking by fours and by companies from 
© right to march to the left ; forward guide centre, etc. 
These were in the n well done. The drill concluded by 
some instruction in the double column ; in the deployment 
the guides showed their usual lack of capacity, only one 
here and there coming on the line. In a number of cases 
neous the evening the guides inverted their pieces erro- 


a Vose then dismissed the battalion, but it was 

again reformed for parade, the first part of which was well 
rmed. We should like to have seen the drummers 

eep better step, which ne ay ht to have done, seeing 
there were only three. We think the file closers should 
know better than to charge bayonets—this is not the first 
time we have had to mention this in reports of the Seventy- 
first—and we also would like to see and hear the first ser- 
ports do properly when reporting. They should study 
ow to report accurding to instructions on page 349 Upton’s 
Tactics, and should never return to their posts on double 
time unless the adjutant gives them that command. The 
men looked well and there was a better showing of line 
ofticers, but there were no field officers except Colonel Vose. 


Tue InrernationaL Matcu.—The preparations for the 
return match of this memorable contest are rapidly ap- 
roaching completion. Firet in the fieldis our genial friend 
or Leech, who wrote to Colonel Wingate, December 14, 
and invites the whole of the American team and reserve to 
consider themselves as bis guests in Dublin, saying very 
rettily : ‘‘I feel it isa great distinction to have the privi- 
Ege as captain of the Irish in our late International Rifle 
Match, of receiving you and my other friends, and I trust 
the visit will be as agreeable to you all, as lam sure it will 
be the desire of the Irish to make it.” This letter was laid 
before the Joint Committee of the National Rifle Associa- 
tion and Amateur Club, who concluded not to impose such 
a tax on the hospitality of the popular major, while thank- 
ing him for the offer. It has been decided that the Ameri- 
can team goes on its own responsibility, paying its own way. 
The Joint Committee, consisting of Generals Woodward 
and Molineux, Colonel Gildersleeve, and Hon. D. W. Judd, 
from the N. R. A., and Captain Bruce, Messrs. Alford, Col- 
lins and Fairbanks, from the Amateur Club, continue to 
meet on Saturdays and ¢erfect arrangements. A letter of 
congratulation was received from the president of the 
American Rifle Club, of Lima, Peru. It was sent to Colonel 
Wingate, as president of the Amateur Club, and enclcsed a 
certificate of honorary a my A handsome reply 
was sent by Colonel Wingate. The Finance Committee re- 
rted that ten men, including the ‘captain, were enough 
for team and reserve, and that per man would be the 
smallest sum required to pay expenses. It was resolved to 
print and circulate an appeal to the public for funds, which 
was at once submitted and carried. After reciting the tri- 
umphs of the first match, and the circumstances under 
which the Amateur Club answered the challenge for the 
return match, not in their own name, but as representing 
the riflemen of America, the appeal concludes : 

“ The committee, trusti ¢ the matter will be looked 
upon by all as a national affair which must not be allowed 
to fail, would respectfully request that all who may feel in- 
clined to aid in the pecioet will forward their subscription 
to General Martin Mahon, No. 99 Nassau street, New 
York city, the Treasurer of the Joint Committee of the Na- 
tional Rifle Association and of the Amateur Rifle Club hay- 
po | the matter in charge, by whom the receipt will be duly 
acknowledged and reported to the club. Very respectfully 


*“*GeorcE W. Winaate, Henry A. GILDERSLEEVE, HENRY 
Futon, A. AtrorpD, L. C. Bruce, J. T. B. Coutts, F. B. 
Farrsanks, Executive Committee of Amateur Rifle Club. 

“Gq. 8. ScHERMERHORN, Jr., Joun B. Woopwarp, Davip 
W. Jupp, James Gorpon Bennerr, Martin T. MacManoy, 
E. L. Motrnevx, Committee of National Ritle Association. 

* Suaxer, President National Rifle Association.” 

committees for the solicitation of subscriptions 

inted as follows: General Woodward for the stock 

exchanges ; Hon. D. W. Judd, maritime exchange , 
Colonel Gildersleeve, from the National Guard; M. A, Al- 
ford, from the gunmaking interest ; General MacMahon, 
from the munici authoritieg; Mr. J. T. B. Collins, from 
the Chamber Commerce ; Captain L. C. Bruce with 
Messrs. Jewell and Steers on the produce exchange, and 
Colonel Wingate from the legal profession and the judi- 
ciary. The committee on the selection of a team repor 
The members of the old team and all others are 

b be subjected to a series of four trials, exactly represent- 
ing the er a ayge0 “oarda. th shots, divided 
into fifteens, a , an yards, the men making 
the highest average scores all — being selected for 
the mame, ce was the case before the first International 
Match. e Anierican team of 1874 are allowed to stand on 
their scores in the International Match of that year, unless 
some one beats them. The team will be of nine men, who 

are to elect a captain after their own selection. Six hundred 
“dollars has already been subscribed, and two amateur 


8 
were & 
and 


theatrical companies have to give a public enter- 
tainment for benefit of the team fund, which offer was 
accepted with thanks, 
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From the Dublin pers and private correspondence we 
learn that our genial friend Majoa Leech is comegen in the 
blication of a history of the visit of the Irish team to 
) hove ay of the various matches they engaged in, the places 
visited, and the receptions they met with. Inasmuch 
as — Leech was the captain of the Irish team, accom- 
panied them everywhere, and was deeply interested in their 
success in consequence of the great responsibility he had 
undertaken, we have no doubt that his description of the 
scenes he visited, and of the outer and inner life of the 
American people, will be well received at both sides of the 
Atlantic. The ability with which his letters have been 
written, as weel as the diplomatic manner in which the ar- 
rangements for the matches have been carried out prove 
that he is well adapted to make such a work interesting, 
and to enhance its value. A correspondent who has just 
returned from a visit to Ireland is confident that our team 
be received with unbounded welcome. There are 
several Irish riflemen who are longing to meet our Fulton, 
and are determined to beat him in June. His amazin 
score has started an intense — of emulation, and he wil 
have to keep in practice to hold his own among Irish fogs. 


Tue Leecn Cur.—As a pendant to the International 
Match the terms of —— for the Leech Cup haye 
been also settled. It will be shot for yearly on a Saturday 
in May at Creedmoor, on the same terms as the Bennett 
and International Matches, that is with any ten pound rifle 
at 800, 900, and 1,000 P nde: forty-five shots all told. The 
cup, with the title of Champion of America, will be held for 
a year by the winner, who will receive a medal for his private 
property. He will have to give bonds for its return if won 
next year by another party. 


INDEPENDENT Companies. —Another Albany editor seems 
much exercised about our late articles on National Guard 
Reform, especially where they bear so hard on the so-called 
*“Independent Companies.” After some very biting sar- 
casm on the difference between our title and merits, and 
our presumption in assuming to speak ex cathedra on mili- 
tary matters, he proceeds: “ Independent military compa- 
nies existed in this State many years before the National 
Guard was born or conceived. They have survived during 
all the existence of the ‘ Guard.’ They live now, and if we 
may judge from the vigor and activity of their life, they are 
destined to exist so long as there shall remain any martial 
ride and soldierly ambition among our people. That they 

ve been of ‘some service to the State’ is so well known 
that he who denies it is wholly ignorant of our history, or 
so jaundiced with prejudice that he will at no time confess 
its truth. It will not do at this day to designate the mem- 
bers of such organizations ‘ bummers’ or ‘ bounty jumpers,’ 
or to intimate that their system may in any wise conduce to 
the creation of such classes of persons. To the contrary, he 
who has an earnest desire to cultivate military pride, to 
stimulate martial ambition, and to build up im our State a 
body of citizen soldiery that wil! be of value and renown to 
it, will be sedulous to foster the crestion of any and all or- 
anizations whose aim and tendency are in that direction. 

e citizen soldiery.of the State are not hirelings, nor can 
they be made such. Any law or system which may attempt 
a task of that kind, will sooner or later utterly fail of its 
purpose. They can be made the subjects of discipline, but 
that discipline must be in harmony with the sentiments of 
an intelligent, chivalrous and free people. When any system 
exceeds that, not all the mandates of epauletted authority, 
or the terrors of plumed court-martials, can coerce men to 
join the ranks and step to music that has no sympathy to 
heir ears.” 

Our friend, having fairly spread his wings outside of the 
baleful shadow of “‘ epauletted authority,” is so enamored 
of his liberty that he ranges the cheerful dictionary from 
title page to finis, returning at last to the same place or 
near by—‘“‘ epauletted domination.” The trouble is that he 
hardly understands what he is driving at himself. Inde- 
pendent rep prom generally end in periodical svrees under 
the name of parades, whether they be- called “ United 
Trains,” “ Ancient and Honorables,” ‘“‘ Burgess Corps,” or 
“Old Guards.” If kept under very strict control, as under 
special charters, they do no harm and look pretty. Once 
open the door wide to them, and they are pretty sure to de- 
generate into that beau ideal of independence—the target 
company. 


Srxty-nintH Inrantry.—This regiment drilled at the 
Arsenal, on Monday, 8th inst. ,with eight commands, ranging 
from eight to ten files. The first hour was occupied in 
company drills by individual officers in the manual of arms. 
The men looked as well as usual, and the headdresses were 
more uniform that at previous drills. We only noticed one 
full dress shako among the fatigue caps, and the wearer 
was in the rear rank. The company officers, however, were 
still very deficient in smartness, and often looked slouchy 
and careless. One had a glazed cover on his cap, and 
another had no shoulder straps. At 8:50 line was formed, 
but not well. There were no colors in the color company, 
a want felt all through the drill, and the companies 
meandered about in front of the line of battle, coming in 
every sort of way but the right one. When will militia 
officers learn that all formations of line should invariably 
be made from the rear? The enemy is supposed to be in 
front of the line, and this slouchy way of forming, for the 
want of a little care in putting the line far enough forward, 
is a regular eye-sore. Adjutant Murphy, of the Twelfth, is 
the only adjutant so far who has formed his regiment pro- 
perly in the Arsenal, imitating the camp as far as possible. 
When Colonel Cavanagh took hold of things the drill 
went well, opening with column .of fours, forming close 
column on the left, continuing the march, breaking by 
fours, forming close column on first division and deploying 
‘the same. Column of companies on the lett was closed in 
mass, then ~ ap oe to wheeling distance and wheeled into 
line, very little distance being lust. The other movements 
were mainly repetitions of the first part, with the addition 
of double columns and deployments of the same. As a 
rule, they were perfect, officers and men worklng harmon- 
ioust , and making few mistakes. The exceptions were as 
follows. In ‘companies break from the right to march to 
the left,” five companies wheeled on the double instead of 
turning, and did not right shoulder arms. Three were pro- 
perly instructed. In the “right of divisions rear into 
column,” the captains allowed their men to get ahead of 
them, and so lost distance. The tactical reason for placing 
the captain at the turnin int of the little columns is to 
int fixed, and the captain who leaves this point 


ge 3 t 
ted | to follow his men abdicates his position and does exactly 


what the tactics put him there to prevent being done. In 
the column of fours going “on right into line.” there were 
neither markers nor guides. This was repeated three times 
with the same result, and yet it is a successive formation, in 
which markers and guides are both mentioned. (Tactics 
par. 420, 421.) In the manual the “order arms” was the 
same old bang, which 1s so bad for a musket. 

In other respects, the drill was excellent. The men are 
splendid looking fellows, and had they a few officers of the 
stamp of those in the Twelfth, might be made into the 
crack regiment of the brigade. The company Officers, how- 
ever, are not all of the pour material we have noted. ‘There 
two or three that look and do well, but there are more 





tant has improved greatly, but his formation is still lacking 
in vigor and correctness. He seems to be too modest, 


TwELFTH InFanTRY.—The commissioned officers will as- 
semble in undress uniform at the armory on Monday even- 
ing, February 15, for theoretical instruction. fhe non- 
commissioned officers will report to the adjutant, in chas- 
seur uniform (side arms), at the armory, on Thursday 
evening, February 11, for theoretical instruction. The 
several companies will parade at the armory, in chasseur 
uniform, for drill, as follows: Companies F, G, and K, on 
Friday, February 12 ; Companies B, ©, and D, on Tuesday, 
February 16; Companies A, E, H, and I, on Thursday, 
February 18. The regiment (except band) will parade for 
drill, in full dress uniform, white gloves, at the State Ar- 


| senal, on Wednesday, February 24. Assembly on each oc- 


casion at’8 o’clock P. m. 

The commandant regrets to announce in orders the death 
of Major Edward White, surgeon of the regiment, who de- 
parted this life on Wednesday morning, February 3. The 
loss of this excellent offieer and gentleman is very much to 
be deplored, and will cause general regret in the command, 
The commissioned officers were invited to attend the funer- 
al, in citizen’s dress, from his late residence, 360 West Fo-- 
ty-second street, on Friday afternoon, February 5, 12:30 p. m. 
As a mark of respect, the usual badge of mourning will be 
en by the officers on the left arm and sword hilt for thirty 

ys. 


Firty-Firta Inrantry.—This regiment held the second 
battalion drill of the season at the Arsenal on Tuesday 
evening, 9th inst., under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Schilling, with six companies of eight files each when 
equalized. It is very little use to criticise the movements. 
They were all about as bad as could possibly be, and the 
company officers displayed a terrible amount of ignorance. 
There is only one thing to be done with the Fifty-fith, if it 
is expected to make it a goodregiment. The men are all 
good, quiet, obedient, respectful and zealous. The officers, 
with hardly an exception, are utterly unfit to be even 
corporals. A rigid examining board should be called on 
every officer in the regiment, and the rule mercilessly 
applied. As it is, Colonel Gilon is almost helpless. He has 
not a soul to come to his aid in kneading this mass of dough 
into good cake, and the probability is that he will end in 
giving up the job in disgust. These officers were all elected 

y their inferiors, and their superiors ffnd it almost impos- 
sible to get rid of them, for fear the inferiors might turn 
sulky, which forms another silent comment on the beauties 
of the elective system. 


SEVENTY-NINTH INFANTRY.—The ball of Company A, of 
this command, which took place at the regimental armory 
on the evening of Wednesday,{3d inst., was a most enjoy- 
able affair. The sound of the pipes commenced the even- 
ing’s mirth, and soon the dancers, inspired by the strains 
of Robertson’s band, tripped on the light fantastic. The 
Highland kilts, mingled with blue and gray uniforms of 
other organizations, together with the gay and tasteful 
dresses of the bonny maidens and matrons ‘ wi’ lint-white 
locks” presented a truly charming picture. The newly 
elected captain of the company, George T. Addison, was of 
courseon hand, as were also Captains Lindsay, Cloak, and 
Munroe, and Lieutenants Hutchinson, Vannett, aud Ed- 
monstone, besides others. We have also to add that that 
battle-scarred veteran, Lieutenant-Colonel Laing, main- 
tained a sort of incog by not being in uniform. The armory 
was finely decorated for the occasion, the most noticeable 
things being the torn and blood-stained colors of the regi- 
ment, as also the beautifully embroidered flag presented by 
the city. The entertainment was kept up to the ‘* wee sma’ 
hours.” 

ELeventH Inrantry.—The several companies of this 
command will assemble at the regimental armory in fatigue 
dress for wing drills as follows: Companies A, B, C, E, and 
F, on Tuesday, the 16th inst. ; Companies D, G, H, [, and 
Kon Thursday, the 18th. Roll-call of companies at 7:45 
o'clock ». mM. The drum corps and non-commissioned staff 
will report to the adjutant at the above drills at 7:45 o’clock. 
The officers and non-commissioned of this command will 
assemble a the regimental armory in fatigue dress, for drill 
and instruction, on Friday, the 12th inst., at 7:45 o’clock 
p.m. George R. Anderson has been elected second lieu- 
tenant of Company K, vice P. Beyer, who vacated office. 


Seventu Inrantry.—By the death, on the 6th inst., in this 
city, cf Mr. Aaron Kemp, a member of the Scventh’s Veteran 
Corps, the National Guard has lost_one of its oldest and most 
respected members. Born in Salem, Mass, in 1811, he was, at an 
early age, sent to France, where he completed his education. 
Returning in 1830, he became a member of Company C, of the 
then Twenty-seventh, now Seventh regiment Artillery National 
Guard, under Colonel Linus W. Stevens. Mr. Kemp was sub- 
sequently transferred ‘to Company G, of the regiment, and as 
private, non-commissioned officer, and officer, remained on the 
active list over thirty-five years, thereafter becoming an honored 
member of the regimental Veteran Corps. Mr. Kemp was on 
duty in the Arsenal riot of 1834; the stevedore riot of 1836; 
the flour riot of 1837; the croton work riot of 1840: the Astor 
Place riot of 1849, in which he was wounded ; the Sixth Ward 
riot of 1857; and the draft riot of 1863. He was also present at 
all the regiment’s encampments for discipline—Camps Clinton, 
Putnam, Hamilton, Schuyler, Trumbull and Scott, and also on 
its more notable parades and excursions, such as the escort in 
1858, of President Monroe’s remains to Richmond. Upon the 
sudden departure of the Seventh in April, 1861, for defence of 
the Capitol, on his own responsibility, Mr. Kemp chartered the 
steamer Daylight, and privately bound himself by written obli- 
gation in the sum of $60,000 against risk of capture by the rebels 
and for her safe return. Primarily freighting her on his individual 
liability, a liability subsequently assumed by the Union Defence 
Committee, he despatched her on the third day, with 175 
os under Captain (afterwards Brigadier-General) Viele, and 
her arrival proved a seasonable relief to the regiment. Mr. 
Kemp’s correspondence at this time, narrated in Swinton’s His- 
tory of the regiment, is very characteristic of the man and ex- 
pressive.of the interest he took in the regiment and in the cause 
of-the Union to which he gave largely from an ample fortune. 
His loss will be felt by a large circle of friends and acquain- 
tances, but by none more than by the Veteran Corps of the 
Seventh regiment. 


SkipMoRE GUARDs.—A great event passed off auspiciously 
when the -eception of the Skidmore Guards took place at the 
National Assembly Rooms on Forty-fourth street, between 
Eighth and Ninth avenues, on Wednesday evening, 10th inst. It 
was surrounded with a blaze of splendor such as distinguishes 
all the manifestations of the fervid Southern temperament of 
the race from which its members sprung, while the music, under 
the leadership of Professor Eben, who evinced a soul attuned to 
harmony, and a mastery of al] the intricacies of the mazes of 
Terpsichore, peculiar to his gifted family, was all that could be 
desired. The festivities commenced with a grand march at 
9 o'clock, wherein the martial appearance of the soldierly sons of 
Memnon was set off and contrasted by the softer beauties of the 
dark-eyed Cleopatras of the sunny South, moving with that un- 
dulating grace attained by long practice in the refined and ex- 
hilarating exercise. The dance went on, and joy was still un- 
confined at midnight, while the brilliant and varied hues of the 
assemblage, the tasteful toilettes, the graceful gyrations of the 
gallopade, the pretty poses of the polka, the revolutions of the 
redowa, and the higbbred courtesy of the cotillion, all formed a 
kaleidoscope of beauty, once seen, not easily forgotten, exciting 
the fond hope that the Skidmore Guards, may long continue to 
flourish. An exhibition drill without arms in company move- 
the evening. There are many white 
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hardiy one that could give them any. Ina few things, however, | followed on a smaller scale, the militia having been concentrated | ful as that of tho unfiocubainating ont of the non- 
Na ES) Guard, as 


Captain Brown misunderstood the tactics, especially in keeping | 
his rear rank too close to the front in column of fours. He need 
to consult par. 207. Apart from this, the steadiness and drill | 
were excellent. The ball was a great success in every point of | 





into a single regiment of twelve companies with the best effect, 


, the result being 636 real men ready forduty. In New Hampshire 


there are only some four or five companies. In Rhode Island, 
the loose system prevalent, with the redundanc€ of general ofi- 


prof 

rs, is more useful to the the poin' out 

ae ularities is the surest way to mend them. The Ninth 

M usetts is a splendid regiment, as we can avow a ee. 
sonal witness, but like all other it has now and 


- ‘ en 
view. Some of the toilettes were really beautiful, and there | cers, has produced the same effects, the confinefent of the good | a lazy captain who needs spurring up. In this instance, from our 


was one magnificiently formed woman in a pink dress who would | 
have been universally admired even atan Academy ball. Another | 
tall handsome girl with brown hair, was fairer than most French- 
women, and there were one or two young fellows, who if intro- 
duced in society as Spanish dons, would have been received 
with open arms by the belles of New York. Several officers of 
the National Guard were present, and all united in saying that 
the ball was a model one for any organization, spite of the influ- 
ence of caste prejudice. It is to be hoped that New York will 
follow Massachusetts and organize at least a battalion of colored 
troops, for they look well and behave well. 





RIFLE NOTES. 


— Tue Remington Rifle Club, composed of members of the 
Thirty-second regiment, practiced at the Schuetzen Park, Wil- 
liamsburgh, last week, but, numerically speating. not with suc- 
cess. The distance is not quite 200 yards, and the targets, forty 
inches square, are composed of a centre and two circles. The 
centre counts 5, the shot in the next circle 4, in the next circle 3, 
and outside of these 2 points, new Wimbledon style. ‘The best 
scores were as follows, fifteen shots per man: 


Lieut.-Col. Rueger............. 23344323044444 448 
EE Se eae 544532032030244 41 
Sergt. Bottenhauser.... .... .. 0008525233303 3 3-3 
Rs daecnenekes a0. tases 3022323523520 0 0—32 
Ns ockcscccccinsesece 032002233033 0 2 3—26 
RS re 3000400005320 3 0—20 
Bs MS 5s cddnicsctacsss 0000005030200 0 0—10 


— AN inter-regimental match for officers of the British army 
will be held at Aldershott between May 1 and July 81, 1875. It 
will be shot by teams of five officers from each battalion. Dis- 
tances 200, 500, and 800 yards. Weapon, Martini-Henry ; regula- 
tion sights, Position, any without artificial rest. Shots,ten at 
each range. Targets and scoring new Wimbledon‘at 200 yards ; 
Hythe system at the longer ranges. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— On the 22d look out for bearskins at the arsenal. 

— Company K, of the Twenty-second, wen} sleigh riding after 
the last drill at the armory. 

— LievuTENANTSs Ferling, Depper, and Helmken, of the Third 
Cavalry, have passed the dreadful board. 


— Tue Eighty-fourth gives a ball at Irving Hall on Monday, 
15th inst. It promises to be a fine affair. 

— GENERAL SHALER comes back and forth to attend to his rifle 
duties, and continues to give Chicago good advice on fighting. 

— Tue Ninth has a colonel at last. Colonel James R. Hitch- 
cock commands, and Lieutenant-Colonel M. P. T. Montgomery 
is second. 

— LrevTenant McNas, of the First battalion, has become a 
private citizen once more. He wears epaulettes no longer, hay- 
ing resigned. 

— Tue board of officers of the Twenty-seventh New York have 
appointed a committee to revise their by laws for the easier ad- 
mission of honorary members. 

— Tue Fifteenth battalion has lost Captain Koch. He has re- 
turned to the bosom of his family, convinced that the National 
Guard is no place for him. His resignation is sent up. 

— Tue Fifth regiment has only 430 men for the uniform fund, 
while the Ninth shows 505. This is curious, when the Fifth 
always turned out the strongest on all parades we have cver 
seen. 

— LIEUTENANT-CoLONEL Fisuer, of the Third Cavalry, will 
not ride to glory at the head of the trampling squadrons, as we 
once fondly hoped. That wicked examining board has pulled 
him out of the saddle. 

— Tue First brigade board has passed Captain Coleman and 
Lieutenant Mullada, of the Sixty-ninth ; Captain Addison and 
Lieutenant Vannett, of the Seventy-ninth ; Captain Knapp and 
Lieutenant Lepper, of the Twenty-second, and Lieutenant Wil- 
liams, of the Twelfth. Many others failed. 

— Companies C, I, and K, of the Seventh, held a battalion 
drill at the Arsenal on Wednesday evening, 10th inst. As four 
other companies drill there next Tuesday, we intend next week 
to give a full criticism of both together. Suffice it to say aow 
that the drill was an excellent one, and that of six temporary 
company commanders present, not one seemed tu be a poor 
officer, a very rare thing in militia regiments. 


* — LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN RveEGER, of the Thirty-second, 
intends to take a trip shortly to the land of the ‘‘ Watch.on the 
Rhine.” By the way, — of watches, Lieutenant-Colonel 
F. W. Obernier, of the Twenty-eighth, attendeu the meeting of 
the Military Aesociation at Albany, and returned minus a valu- 
able gold watch and chain. 

— At Keeseville, Essex county, New York, a new rifle club has 
been formed of thirty-five members, called the Ausable Valley 
Rifle Club. The club at present uses the Creedmoor: target, but 
the majority of the members have pronounced in favor of the new 
Wimbledon target, which will soon be adopted. 

— Tur Fifth Maryland was inspected, in full uniform, with 
knapsacks and rolled overcoats, on Friday, 5th inst. For the 
purpose of keeping out boys, etc., a nominal charge of 25 cents 
was exacted from gentlemen, not members, but ladies were ad- 
mitted free. After the parade, which was largely attended, the 
band played dance music till midnight. 

—In the suit of Charles P. Wood against The Mayor, etc. 
Judge Van Brunt, in the. New York Supreme Court, Spec:al 
Term, has rendered a decision holding that the act oi 1873 simply 
provided that no arrears of rent of armories should be prevented 
from being paid by reason of any previous act. It was plainly 
intended, he says, to repeal the act of 1872, which had been a bar 
to recovery for rent on even valid leases on armories and drill- 
rooms, but the act of 1873 does not give the right to collect ar- 
rears of rent on invalid leases. 


NEW JERSEY. 


—A BEAUTIFUL medal was presented on Monday evening to 

Sergeant H. J. Stratemeyer by his captain for recruiting the 

est number of. members for the Phil. Kearney Guard, of 
Elizabeth, during the year 1874. 

— A mzetiNe of the Board of Directors of the New Jersey Rifle 
Association is called for Saturday evening, February 13, at Room 
15 Arcade, Elizabeth, at which time the standing committees for 
the year will be announced, 

—Tue Phil. Kearuey Guard, of Elizabeth, Captain W. H. 
De Hart, is the first company in the State to return to the arsenal 
their muzzle-loaders, preparatory to receiving the new Spring- 
field breech-loaders. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


State Minit1as.—Tne States of New Hampshire, Maine, 
and Rhode Island are far behind Massachusetts and Connecticut 
im militia matters. In Rhode Island in particular, Acting Adju- 
tant-General Le Favour, in his annual report, makes some severe 

ticisms upon the present militia system of the State, which is 
set down as a combination of colonial relics and the Army or- 
ganization of the present day, a combination detrimental to its 
efficiency. The absurdity of the system is well illustrated by 
the fact that two brigades mustered last fall, each in comma of 
& brigadier-general, with but four companies in one brigade and 
five in the other, and one company appeared with seven commis- 
sioned officers and nineteen privates, and other companies were 
4s liberally officered. The strength of the militia,as shown by 
he May returns, Is 299 officers, 453 non-commissioned officers, 
and 1,743 privates, musicians, etc., an aggregate of 2,495. It is 
true that that of Connecticut is even less on paper, being 2,419, 
but then besides ing on a paper they are all actually there and 
ready for duty, while the Massachusetts division is equally ready. 
In Vermont the same system prevalent in Connecticut has been 


regiments to the large towns, and a generally impoverished and 
unreliable militia. It isto be hoped that a more efficacious mili- 
tary system will replace the one in present use in all the States 
that at present are undefended. No one will be ooue than we 
to see every State with a good militia, entirely reliable in all its 
members, whether they coustitute a corps, a division, a brigade, 
or only a single regiment as in Vermont. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Srconp INFANTRY.—In orders from Colonel Bario it is pro- 
vided that hereafter each company commander shall within 
a reasonable time after the appointment of any non-com- 
missioned officer of his command, make a thorough examination 
of each officer so appointed, and, if found competent, such com- 
mandant will immediately thereafter forward to regimental 
headquarters the name and rank of such officer, together with 
the a, when a warrant will be issued to the person 80 
appointed. All non-commissioned officers of this command who 
have been appointed since October 31, 1874, and who are now 
serving without warrante, will be immediately examined by their 
— captains, and a report thereof forwarded to headquar- 
ers 

Tuirp InFANTRY.—Ex-Major-General Jas. J. McCord, who has 
recently been elected captain of Company C, Third regiment, 
was the major-general commanding the State militia just previous 
to the adoption of the present Code, and was rendered supernu- 
merary by that act and honorably discharged on the reorganiza- 
tion of the force under it. He had command of this company 
previous to his promotion to the field of the Third regiment. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


First Inrantry.—In compliance with Special Orders No. 8 
from brigade headquarters the right = of the First regiment 
of Infantry assemb.ed at Boylston Hall on Tuesday evening, 
February 2, for inspection by the brigade inspector. The com- 
panies comprising this wing are A, Captain Kemp; C, Captain 
Walworth; E, Captain Foss; G, Captain Nichols; and H. Cap- 
tain Wheeler. The inspecting officer was Major 8S. A. Bolster, 
A. I. G.; he was assisted by Captain Hewins, Eng. ; Captain 
Frost, A. D. C., and Captain Freeman, P.M, The companies 
were first inspected in the following order: A, C, H, G, and E. 
The arms were found in good condition, and showed evidence 
that they had been well cared for. The uniforms were slouchy, 
and did not tit the men, while many of them needed repairing ; 
they could hardly be considered even as fair. The companies 
were very unequal, one running as low as nine files, while another 
ran as high as tifteen files. After instruction the companies were 
drilled separately in the manual, which was very poor. The 
company drill which followed was-generally bad. ‘The men were 
unsteady, and not properly set up; while two or three of the 
companies were not properly formed, causing confusion when 
wheeling about by fours. The alignments were very poor, the 
men not turning their head and eyes. Distances were uneven, 
and the file-closers and pivots did not undefstand their duties. 
A battalion drill was next in order, but as only one movement 
was executed, viz., on the left close column by company, and as 
that was incorrectly done—the captain of the first company nég- 
lecting to come to support until directed to do so by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Proctor—it could hardly be regarded as a very creditable 
exhibition. ‘laken as a whole, the iuspection, with the excep- 
tion of arms, would in no way bear comparison with the Ninth 
Infantry, which was inspected on the 18th and 25th of last month. 
The officers of the First evidently have not studied their tactics, 
or if they have, they have many different ways of interpreting 
them. The great trouble with this regiment is that the officers 
are not called together for instruction, and it is in fact only a lot 
of — organizations with no regimental] pride ; consequent- 
ly every officer drills as he pleases, and all think they are right. 
This organization should be one of the best in the State, as the 
material in the rank and file is excellent ; but so long as no more 
interest is taken at regimental headquarters the regiment will 
continue to run down in its drill and discipline. 


Frrst ARTILLERY.—By Special Orders No. 11, dated February 
6, 1875, Major Dexter H. Follett, commanding rirst battalion of 
Artillery, M. V. M., will assemble his command for inspection 
by the A. I. G. of the brigade as follows : Battery A, at their ar 
mory, on Tuesday, February 23, 1875, at 8 o’clock Pp. m.; Battery 
B, at their armory, on Tucsday evening, March 2, 1875, at 8 
o'clock P. M. 

Commissions.—The following are the changes registered at the 
Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending Saturday, Febru- 
ary 6, 1875: 

Conditional, Commissions.—First regiment—Company.C, Capt. 
Arthur C, Walworth ; First Lieutenaut, G. N. B. Cousens; Second 
Lieutenant, William Glover. E ; 

Tenth regiment—Company A, First Lieutenant, Edwin R. 
Shumway ; Second Lieutenant, James F. Meech. 

Full Commissions.—Firet regiment—Company C, Captain, Ar- 
thur C. Walworth ; Company [, Second Lieutenant, Albion L. 
Jackson. : : 

Third regiment—Compapry L, Captain, Simon Harlow. 

Sixth regiment—Company C, Captain, Charles H. Brown ; First 
Lieutenant, Geo. W. Merriil ; Second Lieutenant, Alvin A. Hans- 


com. 

Eighth regiment—Company G, Second Lieutenant, Samuel 
Cook. 

Tenth regiment- Company A, First Lieutenant Edwin R. Shum- 
way ; Second Lieutenant, James F. Meech. 

First- Battalion Cavalry—Company C, Second Lieutenant, 
Amos M, Angler. : 2% ; 

First Corps Cadets—Captains, William E. Perkins, John D. 
Parker, Jr.. and George R. Rogers; First Licutenants, Chas. J. 
Williams, and William L. Parker. 

Ninta Inrantry.--A correspondent from this regiment writes 
us as follows, being naturally jealous for the reputation of his 
regiment. He says: ‘In your paper of the 6thinst. you gave an 
account of the inspection of the left wing of the Ninth regiment 
M. V, You say that the companies whose armories are near- 
est the hall were the latest in arriving, when it was just the re- 
verse. Companies B and I, whose armories are nearest the hall, 
arrived at three minutes past eight o'clock ; Company &, the 
next nearest, arrived at 8:25; Company G, from Charlestown, 
arrived at 8:30; Company A arrived at 8:45. So that, with the 
exception of Company A, the companies nearest the hall arrived 
first. I send you the enclosed account taken from the Boston 
Herald of January 31, on account of some quarrelling among 
members of some of the companies who read your article. By 
inserting it in your paper, with the time of the arrival of the dif- 
ferent companies, you will confer a favor on the 

c “NINTH.” 

Ep.—We are always glad to insert polite communications from 
members of the vplunteer forces, even when they seem toimpu; 
the accuracy of our correspondents, who are generally cor- 
rect. The account from the Boston Heraid is as follows: “‘ The 
inspection and drill of the left wing of the Ninth regiment last 
Monday evening, at Boylston Hall, is pronounced by brigade 
ofticers to be one of the best ever witnessed in the regiment as 
far as accuracy of movements was concerned. Company I was 
more complete in uniform and equipments than the other four 
companies, and the commander was complimented personall 
for the condition of the rifles, which, the inspecting officer said, 
were in as good repair and as clean as when first ‘Issued. The 
drilling by all the companies was good, Companies I and G ex- | 
celling. The marching time was a little fast, but the difference 
between the ———_ in marching did not exceed four steps 
per minute for the fastest and slowest. Company G executed 
the manual without the ‘‘snap’’ formerly noticed, and the mo- 
tions were easy andfattractive to the eye. The woe | is 
undoubtedly an excellent tactician. Company A surprised a 
great many by its good marching and general drill. Company I 
exhibited the old-time ‘‘snap”’ in the manual of arms, and its 
marching was excellent. The distances were well kept, and the 
wheeling in circle was pansy ! spolandes. Companies B and E 
surprised its friends b rill, and 48 a whole the inspection 
was commendable.” ithout taking issue with the Herald on 
its report, we must point out thatit agrees in e-sentials with that 
of our correspondent. nw wy | a _— not a profes- 

a 0! 


i a: differen readers, does not 
sional ee chelcal details Our own office, while not so grate- 





present correspondent's account, it seems to have been the com- 
mandant of Comqengy A. The question 1s hardly worth * sen- 
relling ” about. e point is,det all hands be smarter next time. 
We have no doubt they will, as it is evident they all read the 
JOURNAL, and egotistical though it may seem, we have general- 
ly found that in exact proportion to the interest taken in the only 
aaeey paper in the country is the excellence of any given State 


CALIFORNIA. ° 

Srconp InFANTRY.—The board of officers of the Second In- 
fantry, N. G. C., has voted to select a detachment of twenty men 
from each company to represent Californiaat the Centennial. No 
more than twenty will be taken from any company, and each 
man will be obliged to ) pace the usual examination required for 
acceptance in the Regular Army. The defachment will be ma- 
neuvred both as a company and as a battalion in the drills, but 
will take part in the military ceremonies in Philadelphia asa 
company. Each soldier will carry the ‘“ quarter tent,” and no 
other shelter will be songht. 








— = 
FOREIGN ITEMS. 

A NEW gun-carriage is being tried by the military 
authorities in France. It is for field artillery, is 
made of iron bolted together, and is one-half lighter 
than the wooden carriages now in use. The wheels 
are set rather wider apart than usual, so as to allow 
of two seats for gunners being fixed on the axle. 
The double powder caisson has also been modified, 
the new one holding more ammunition but only 
having two seats, so as to reduce the weight. 


Tue following are reported movements of the Ger- 
man navy: The frigate Niobe has been ordered to be 
prepared for the training of cadets. In April the 
Medusa will take out midshipmen to the Mediterra- 
nean. The brigs Rover and Mosquito and the gun- 
boat Cyclop will leave for China and Japan, and the 
Tiger and Renown for Wilhelmshaven. In May the 
Drache and.the Delphin will start on a surveying ex- © 
pedition. The squadron of evolution will be formed 
in the middle of May. In October the Vineta will 
sail with cadets for Japan, and the Comet will’be 
sent to relieve the Meteor in the Mediterranean. 


Ar a recent trial trip of the Imperial German iron- 
clad frigate Kaiser, 5,000 tons, and 1,000-horse 
power, in the presence of the commissioners ap- 
pointed by the German government to be present 
and receive the vessel from the contractors, conducted 
in strict accordance with the arrangements followed 
in the English navy for men-of-war, the mean of six 
runs over the measured mile, with full power, gave 
14:56 knots per hour, and the mean of the runs with 
half-boiled power gave 12°78 knots per hour. The 
result was considered most satisfactory, being more 
than half-a-knot in excess of the contract speed pro- 
mised by the builders. 


Tue fact that Commander FitzGeorge, of the Bri- 
tish Navy, was promoted over the heads of some 
hundreds of those who were senior to him as a lieu- 
tenant stirs the wrath of our London friend, the 
Army and Navy Gazette. It is further agitated over 
the report that he is to go as Commander of the 
Undaunted, the future flagship on the East India 
station. If this is true, it says, with spirit, ‘‘ great 
disappointment, and, we may sey, disgust, cannot 
fail to be the consequence. Commander FitzGeorge’s 
last duty performed on full pay was that of Flag- 
Lieutenant to Admiral Sir G. Rodney Mundy at 
Portsmouth, and while so serving he was promoted 
to his present rank by Admiral Sir Sydney Dacres, 
on the retirement of the latter from tbe Board of 
Admiralty. He never had, according to the informa- 
tion we possess, any experience as a first lieutenant ; 
and, although we have been informed on auth- 
ority that he passed a creditable examination for his 
sub-lieutenancy, we are by no means convinced that 
he should be trusted with the care of a huge frigate 
like the Undaunted, which, according to the ‘ Navy 
List,’ is of 4,020 tons burthen, and has a working 
power equal to the strength of 2,503 horses, with a 
ship’s compapy exceeding 500 men.” 
Ir is stated that the launching of her Majesty’s 
ships is no longer to be a mere secular ceremony. 
Hitherto knocking away the dog shores, cutting the 
silk cord, and smashing the bottle of wine on the 
ship’s bows at the moment she glides “into her 
native element,” have constituted the entire ritual of 
the launching and naming of the vessel. An Admi- 
ralty Circular .has,Showever, just been issued to the- 
dockyards, which gives a form of service, ee pe 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, to be observed “ at 
the launching of any ship or vessel which may be 
added to the navy.” The service commences with 
the 107th Psalm, beginning with verse twenty-three 
—‘*They that go down tothe seain ships.” The 
Primate’s special prayer is as follows: “O ‘Thou that 
sitteth above the water-floods and stilleth the raging 
of the sea, accept, we beseech Thee, the supplication 
of Thy servants for all who in this ship ‘now and 
hereafter shall commit their lives unto the perils of 
the deep. All their ways enable them truly and 
godly to serve Thee, and by their Christian lives to 
set forth Thy glory throughout the earth. Watch 
over them in their going forth and in their coming 
in that no evil befall them nor miscbief come nig 
to hurt their souls, and so through all the ch 
and chances of this mortal life bring them of Thy 
mercy to the sure haven of Thine everlasting king- 
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” The- 
Lord’s Prayer concludes the ceremonial. 


Tue Buenos Ayres Weekly Standard of Dec, 9, 
1874, gives an account of a recent fight nesr the 
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city, which shows that the land of perpetual revolu- 
tions has found a panacea against the chronic evil, 
by strengthening the hands of the government. 
Formerly every revolution, as a matter of course, 
succeeded. Now the numerical inferiority of gov- 
ernment forces has been balanced by improved 
weapons. ‘I'he extract explains itself: ‘‘The enemy 
fired as they came on, but our men waited till they 
were within the 200 yards post, and poured in such 
a steady fire of Remingtons that the enemy staggered 
and wheeled about. Col. Arias was so certain of his 
rifles that he ordered his men not to fireon retreating 
battalions. When the enemy’s infantry left off charg- 
ing, the cavalry of Machado came to the fight and 
dismounted within 500 yards, then drove away their 
horses, drew swords and rushed forward with great 
intrepidity to storm Arias’s line. But when they 
got to the 300-yard post it was ane plus ultra for 
them. The Remingtons caused such havoc that they 
turned and fled, After the battle General Mitre 
wrote to Arias—‘TI leave you half-a-dozen wounded. 
Do me the favor to pick them up, es protected by 
the law of nations.’ The Remingtons finally ont fait 
des merveilles, giving the victory to a small body of 
resolute soldiers, ably handled by an intrepid com- 
mander, in the presence of an enemy numerically 
overpowrring but lacking the discipline and arms of 
the government troops.” 

A GERMAN correspondent of the Continental Herald 
writes: “ Neubreisach has been the scene of a duel 
between two young Prussian officers, which unfortu- 
nately ended fatally. Lieut. von Garnier, who was 
killed, and his opponent, Sub-Lieut. Rau von Holz- 
hausen, both belonging to the 2nd Batn. 47th Regt., 
had quarrelled in the officers’ club at Strasburg, and 
on one occasion the lieutenant had used insulting 
expressions to his subordinate in the presence of his 
men. The affair was laid before the Council of 
Honor, consisting of superior officers, who decided 
that the insult was grave enough to warrant a hostile 
meeting. The duel accordingly took place at ten 
paces, and in the presence of proper witnesses and 
seconds, It is stated that Von Garnier was adverse 
to duelling on religious grounds, being a very strict 
Roman Catholic; but he well knew that if he did 
not comply with the ordinances of the.Council he 
would have to leave the service with ignominy. Von 
Holzhausen was well practised in the use of the 
pistol, and mortally wounded bis adversary at the 
second discharge, the latter expiring as soon as he 
had partaken of the last rites of his religion. Von 
Garnier was of a Silesian family, and was only 
twenty-four years of age. He had taken part in the 
campaigns of 1866, 1870, and 1871, and had been 
decorated with the Iron Cross, The termination of 
the duel is more to be regretted as his mother is a 
widow.” 

Dr. Encen, director of the Prussian Statistical 
Bureau, has endeavored to find out the amount of 
steam power in use in the world; but the returns 
for stationary steam-engines include only old and 
partial reports for five countries, including the United 
btates, Great Britain, and France. The number of 
engines in five countries, according to reports, some 
of which were prepared in 1860, was 121,755, and 
the horse-power 2,761,880. Dr. Engel estimates that 
there cannot be less than 150,000 stationary engines, 
with about three-and-a-half millions of horse-power in 
the world. The returns with reference to locomo- 
tives and their power are much fuller, although they 
also are incompiete, and some of them dated four 
years ago, Tue total number of locomotives em- 
braced in these returps is 45,467. It is estimated 
that tuere are at least 50,000 locomotives, with an 
aggregate of ten million horse-power. The ocean 
steamers, according to the returns, number 5,255. 
The estimated horse-power of steam-engines, sta- 
tionary, locomotive, and marine is 14,400. The 
United States leads the world in the number of its 
stationary and locomotive engines, but Great Britain 
is credited with having more steam-vessels and more 
tonnage than all the rest of the world. The effect ot 
the great use made of steam-power in place of horse- 
power is said to have been shown in a greatly dimi- 
nished rate of increase in the number of horses raised 
in European countries, but no returns are given. In 
the United States there wcre 4,336,000 horses in 1850, 
6,245,000 in 1860, and 7,145,000 in 1870. The rate 
of increase from 1850 to 1860 was 44 per cent., but 
from 1860 to 1870 it was only 14 per cent. 

Tue correspondent of the Hastern Budget at St. 
Petersburg says, writing on the 6th Jan.: “Since 
the successful completion of the recruitment under 
the new system it bas been a favorite occupation of 
Russian politicians and strategists to show the im- 
mense forces Russia will have at her disposal when 
she next goes to war. If we are to believe their 
calculations, war has now become .an impossibility, 
for no one will venture to offend a Power with such 
vast military resources at its command. According 
to the Goloss, Russia can even now bring an army of 

1,900,000 regular — into the field, to say nothin 
of the reserves, the Landsturm, the Cossacks, an 
the numberless native soldiers of Asia. M. Bunia- 
kowsky, member of the Russian Academy, goes even 
further; he calculates that in fifteen years, when the 
new system is in fullo ion, Russia will have 
9,000,000 men at her disposal for military service. It 
would be interesting to know what the membeis of 
the Intendance would have to say to such calcula- 


tions; they would age find that it is easier to 
call out half a million of men than to place them 
under arms. What is more important is the attempt 
which is now being made by the government to 
elevate the status of the soldiers: this, if successful, 
would really make the Russian army a very formid- 
able one. The first step in this direction has already 
been taken by introducing much more courteous 
relations between the private soldiers and their supe- 
riors than was formerly the case. The drawing of 
lots for the army was every where performed with 
the solemnity of a great national duty, and at St. 
Petersburg a grand duke presided over the proceed- 
ings. The greatest politeness was shown to al!,without 
distinction of class, and the numerous applications 
were carefully attended to with exemplary patience 
and consideration, A few days ago a remarkable 
scene occurred in the Winter Palace. The Emperor, 
surrounded by the grand-dukes and generals, had 
ordered about a thousand recruits who had just been 
drawn in various governments for the regiments of 
the guard to be presented to him. It is remarkable 
that only four of these young men had been educated 
in one uf the higher schools. The Emperor gra- 
ciously asked each recruit what regiment he wished 
to be attaciied to, and at once ordered his wish to be 
fulfilled. This, and other similar incidents, which 
are now constantly occurring, cannot fail to increase 
the self-respect of the soldier, and thereby to provide 
the government with a far more efficient instrument 
tuan hitherto for carrying out the ends of its policy.” 








FRENCH ARMY REFORM. 


Writ1ne on the discussion of the military law which 
is still going on in the National Assembly, the Paris 
correspondent of the London Zimes says: 

‘** As I mentioned a short time since, the point which 
has excited the greatest difference of opinion from the 
moment when the discussion on the military scheme 
commenced in the committee itself, and which has 
been continued at the Tribune, was whether a French 
infantry battalion should consist of four companies or 
six. I stated some time ago, at the time when the com- 
mittee’s report was about to be distributed among the 
deputies, the reasons put forward by the partisans of 
the division of a battalion into four companies and 
those adduced in support of the division into six. 
The truth is, that the ressons on one side are as conclu- 
sive as those on the other. On several occasions I have 
conversed with the most authoritative defenders of 
both systems, and I confess I was alternately convinced 
by both, for the two opinions are defended and 
attacked by equally convincing reasons. The Minister 
of War vigorously supported the system of six com- 
panies, while the reporter of the committee defended 
with equal viger the system of four companies, the 
Assembly declar..; in favor of the latter. There 
must then be grounds which militate for or against one 
of the two systems, ard after attentively following the 
defence and the attack, I think the people will arrive 
at the following conclusion. The Minister defended 
six companies for four reasons: 1. Because it is the 
system already existing; 2. Because the officials at the 
Ministry of War are indignant at seeing ‘ Pekias’ pre- 
sume to interfere in military organization; 3. Because 
during the transformation necessitated by the change 
the reorganization of the army will be suspended; and, 
4. Because the change will retard the promotion of 
officers and augment the already considerable number 


who are in possession of their rank, but who cannot 
be actively utilised, and who, while retaining their 
position as officers, are forced to wait for vacancies to 
enter the active cadres. This last inconvenience is the 
most serious, but it will be remedied according to the 
declaration of the Minister and the adhesion of the 
committee, by doubling the present number of cap- 
tains, by styling them first captain and second captain, 
the latter being something like a lieutenant-captain. 
The reporter of the committee’s scheme, on the other 
hand, defended the division into four companies: 1. 
Because it does not exist; 2. Because it is objected to 
by the officials of the Ministry of War; and, 3. 
Because it approximates to the division adopted in the 
German army, which since the war of 1870 has been 
most looked to as the model of ey mg | organization. 
As for the Assembly, it has voted for four companies 
—first for the sake of opposing a Minister, next to 
show the officials that the ‘ Pekins’ understand milita 
matters, and lastly, to back up the committee nomi- 
nated by itself, against the Minister whom it does not 
nominate. In to-day’s sitting, on the other hand, it 
rejected the reduction of the battalions of the Infant 
Chasseurs against the advice of the committee. This 
decision was taken—first, because the Infantry 
Chasseurs are 3 very popular branch of the army, and, 
secondly, because since the last war it is a very preva- 
lent opinion that number censtitutes strength, and that 
to be sure of a victory a nation must be able to arm a 
considerable number of soldiers. If it were necessary 
to offer an opinion on this point from an impartial or 
purely humanitarian point of view, one would be dis- 

to rejoice at the decision of the Assembly, for it 
has evidently thereby retarded the definite organiza- 
tion of the French army for a tolerably long time, and 
the friends of peace and humanity must be gratified at 
a resolution which postpones ideas of revenge which 
have never ceased to prevail in many minds.” 

The Pali Mali Gazette observes, a of the four- 
company system having been definitely adopted for the 
French Infantry, after a solemn debate, that it is as 
well to notice how far the leading principle of German 
tactical reform, which is not the actual numerical 
division of the battalion but the use of a strong com- 





pany of a battalion for the fighting unit, has 


of what are called ‘ officers a /a swite’—namely, officers | 4 


'Fee. 13, 1875 


found acceptance with other nations. In Austro-Hun 
gary the war company is fixed at 230 strong, though 
the numbers are not reduced to four. In Russia the 
strength is 215, and in Italy 200. In the little armies of 
Denmark and Sweden the four-company system is com- 
pletely adopted, the numbers proposed being about 220 
and 210 men* per company respectively; and in the 
mnilitia of Switzerland the same reform was lately 
carried, after a Parliamentary discussion as lively as 
that at Versailles, military opinion being especially 
strong in its favor. The Swiss company will not, how- 
ever, reach 200, as the battalion is comparatively weak, 
following the old French model. Practically, there- 
fore, England and Belgium are now the only nations 
of those which have affected to consider tactical re- 
form at all since the war, that adhere to the old idea of 
small companies and many of them, the captain being 
thus kept a mere link in the command through which 
to pass orders, instead of becoming an important 
leader himself. We, however, have so far yielded to 
the movement as to modify our drill into movements 
by double companies, endeavoring, in fact, in a round- 
about way to get the larger unit to work with on the 
ground; «nd as the Belgians have already contem- 
lated throwing over the French model for the 
russian, it is probable that the recent decision of their 
neighbors at Versailles will carry them with it. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 

THe Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate te the 
occasion. 








Tue following article is from the pen of the well-known writer 
and prominent Minister, Rev. J. F. W. Ware, D.D., Pastor of 
Arlington street Church, Boston, Mass. 

Mr. Ware has been a regular pay subscriber at the Boston 
Agency of the Health-Lift Co. for three years, and is therefore, 
qualified to speak, and has done so solely with the view of 
interesting others in what he found of great benefit. He was 
under no obligation to write, and did so unsolicited. His article 
me without the knowledge of any one interested. These 
— facts should give great weight to every word it 
contairs. 


THE HEALTH-LIFT. 


I want to ask you to give room to a few words about the 
** Health-Lift.” 

In common with many others, I had heard vaguely of 
this thing, with the same sort of vague indifference or skep- 
ticism with which one almost always hears of new things, 
The chance word of a friend at the right moment—the word 
in season—followed by the prompt ‘‘ Come with me now,” 
led to the mysteries and the Siesciings of the ‘* Lift.” 
Never shall 1 forget the sensations of my first lift and my 
introduction to parts of myself unknown or forgotten. 

It sent a glow all over the body that was as luscious and 
cheery as any that have been told of by the Turkish bath 
enthusiasts, and then—I am afraid it may betray me—an 
exhilaration purer and more subtle and enduring than that 
of best champagne. My experience has been a record of 
many joys, joys that come of soothing and strengthening 
to a fagged brain, and a weary body, and a pestered soul. 
I take my lift before my late dinner, when the day’s work is 
one. carry to it whatever weariness the day has made — 
of body, of brain, of heart—and I go away another than 
the man I came. Head-ache, limb-ache, heart-ache are 
gone, or toned down to easy bearing, and a new counterac- 
tant vigor set to work in all the pulses. It seems to get 
behind the heart, and bolster that first seat of power and 
action. IT 1s THE BEST OF REST. : 

The Health-Lift is the gradual, easy, complete waking up 
of every torpid molecule in brain, liver and blood, the send- 
ing through and possessing the entire man with a new 
sense, a re-creating him then and there, so that he turns 
from his few minutes at his Lift a new creation. 

It rouses the universal lethargy of the body ; it sends the 
stagnant blood to the places nature intended it for; routs 
it from its hiding, its loafing places, and sends it to its 
duties ; it removes surplus fat or distributes it; it de- 
creases the girth of men growing portly and increases the 
girth of the lungs of men growing hollow; it helps diges- 
tion, increases the power and endurance of the voice, and 
sets one up generally. These are things whereunto I 
individually bear witness. Others have their other say. 
As I walk from my lift into the air I feel as if I could carry 


TY | Atlas—his load—without stopping ; I feel life down to the 


uttermost filament of my lungs, the glory and the joy of 

mere being. I feel so pery erdicular as if I must be nadit 

and zenith to the universe. Amid all summer luxury and 

eens I have felt the nee dof and have missed my daily 
t. 


If we were only doing about these bodies somewhat near 
what we ought to do, every community would have a lift- 
club and careful attendant. It should be a public institu- 
tion as much as a school is. It would be to many a man an 
addition if not to the length of his days to the value of his 
life, would furnish him with sensations the like of which he 
has not had since he parted with the suppleness and the 
enterprise of boyhood. It will renew lost vigor better than 
voyage or nostrum; but the better work of it may be - 
keeping one from losing the vigor which at best is slowly 
regained, in pursuit of which so many lose the patience, 

erseverance and faith which are vital to recovery. ee 
Pitt works slowly, as all real beneficences do, and its deman 
of you is patient perseverance. 
HBALT 


-LIFT CO., 46 East 141n Sr., N Y. 








MARRIED. 


Ann ts of Marriages FirTY CENTS each, and the sig- 
B .. nena onaress of the party sending should accompany the 
notice. ] — 
RRIS— _—At Malbone, Newport, R. I., Feb. 9, by the 
— A a en, D. D., Lieutenant-Commander Faance 
Morris. U. 8. Navy, to Hargrerrs Hatt, eldest daughter 0 


Henry Bedlow, Haq, of Newport. 








